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A Special Lenten Devotional Manual for General 


Distribution throughout Our Congregations 
for Use during Lent 


THE CALL OF THE CROSS 


Daily Devotions for Lent, 1940 


By John Henry Harms 


Because the material prepared by Dr. 
Harms other years has proved so popular and 
so helpful, he has again written our special 
Lenten devotional guide. The Call of the Cross 
is similar in make-up but entirely different in 
content from our former Lenten manuals. 


A brief devotional study is provided for 
each day during the Lenten season. Each daily 
devotion includes an indicated Scripture lesson 
of which one verse is printed and to which the 
meditation is related, concluding with a sen- 
tence prayer. 

For distribution to all families in the par- 
ish, this pamphlet will serve most acceptably 
and prove most welcome. So inexpensive is it 
that its extensive distribution is quite feasible 
for any congregation. Its constant use through- 
out the season is assured by reason of its time- 
liness, and the brevity and arresting quality of 
its daily portion. 

Church members accustomed to using our 
regular devotional monthly, “Light for To- 
day,” will be glad to have this special Lenten 
devotional manual as an admirable supplement 


for use during this season of heightened devo- 
tion. 
Size 31%4x5% inches. 40 pages, with self 
cover. 
Price, $2.00 a hundred, prepaid 
ee ® @ 
A New Easter Service for the Sunday Schools 
By Sister Lydia Fischer 
An Easter service that is truly reverent and 
my devotional It carries the spirit and meaning of 


Easter. The hymns are familiar. The service is 
complete with Versicles, Responsive Reading 
Prayer, and Scripture Lesson. Time is allowed 
for an address, and for as many or as few recita- 
tions and exercises as are desired. A simple Chil- 
dren’s Worship is included with a simple Litany, 
hymns, exercises, and recitations. All of the mate- 
rial will be found to be Scriptural, Churchly, dig- 
nified, and very appropriate to the Easter season. 


Price, 8 cents a copy; 60 cents a 
dozen; $4.00 a hundred 


THE ROMANCE OF THE 
CREED BUILDERS 


By Rebert H. Gearhart, Jr. 


: Written with a firsthand knowledge of youth, for youth 
in a way that youth will understand, this is a book that_ will 
appeal to youth. They will appreciate the Apostles’ Creed 
more, and better grounded in the faith and doctrine of the 
Church, as well as better versed in the struggles of the early 
Christian Church and its martyrs. 


Price, 75 cents 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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a Prayer For Lenten Days 


EAR Lord Jesus: 
Let my thoughts of Thee be higher. 


Let my work for Thee be nobler. 

Let my walk with Thee be closer. 

Let my faith in Thee be stronger. 

Let my love to Thee be deeper. 
For I know that— 


HIS day may close my earthly life forever. 
ah Tomorrow’s dawn mine eyes may never see, 
Fill Thou each moment then with richest 
blessings 


That I may live and love this day for Thee. 
—Colfax Tullar 


“Will Ye Also Go Guay?” 


By Esther A. Landwehr 


“Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to own His cause 
Or blush to speak His name?” 
—ISAAC WATTS 


ibe often happens that during such times as a lenten 
season our attention is attracted to the sacrifices 
and requirements necessary for a Christian life 
and we find consolation in the story from which our 
question today is taken. Jesus has been discussing with 
His followers all that will be necessary if they are to 
become true followers of His cause. Many were offended 
and left His fellowship. Then He turned to His dis- 
ciples and asked them, “Will ye also go away?” Peter 
responds for the Twelve with the counter question, 
“Lord, where shall we go?” 


How many times Jesus has asked us that same ques- 
tion. We have seen others leave the fold of Jesus, leave 
the Church, for what we called minor reasons, and we 
have perhaps been tempted to do likewise. Perhaps some- 
one has offended us and we have not been willing to 
recognize the human error and have turned our backs to 
the Church because we did not want to humble ourselves 
to equality with cur offender in Jesus’ fold. Perhaps we 
have been asked to meet some temporal obligation 
toward our Church or the Kingdom of God which we 
felt was unnecessary at that particular time, and we have 
left the Church to escape the obligation or to voice our 
most aggressive opposition to it, not heeding the cost 
to our souls. 


Perhaps we have come into a situation wrong‘ully: 
we are not guilty of the offense for whicl we stand ac- 
cused and the world has turned against us. We watch 
one acquaintance after another turn his back to us and 
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scorn our friendship. In despair we turn to our most in- 
timate friends or family and ask them, “Will ye also go 
away? Is there no one among you who believes in my 
innocence? Is there no one who will help me bear this 
cross which has so wrongfully been put upon me?” That 
is a test that comes to many of us and to our friends. 
It takes a great deal of courage on the part of friends to 
stick by one another in the face of humiliations and 
scorn. It takes courage, love and patience to be loyal, but 
we expect it of our friends when we are in trouble. Can 
we do as much for Jesus? Are we like the multitude who 
left Him because they could not sutfer humiliations with 
Him, bear obligations for Him, or tolerate His opinions? 


Yet, it is not always those friends who are closest 
to us who will fight hardest for us; their love sometimes 
blinds loyalty, and it is loyalty that helps us win the 
fight against wrong. The twelve disciples of Jesus had 
often sworn loyalty to Him and were offended when he 
called them “men of little faith,” but we have no record 
that any of them save John, the Beloved Disciple, went 
to the cross with Jesus. They all fled, partly because 
their love for their Master had weakened their courage 
and loyalty so they thought they could not bear to see 
Him suffer, and partly because they were disappointed 
in not receiving recognition in a temporal kingdom they 
hoped for. They, too, went awaysfrom Jesus in His hour 
of trouble, and only the resurrection could bring back 
to the place in the Kingdom Jesus planned for them. 


But, standing afar off, we find another friend who 
loved Jesus. Nicodemus had come to Jesus for advice 
in the night because he had feared the ridicule of other 
Pharisees, but later we find him facing the ridicule he 
once feared and defending Jesus in a controversy about 
him. And, after the crucifixion, when all the world 
scorned the Master and ridiculed all who knew Him, 
Nicodemus assisted in the burial of the despised Jesus, 
whom he had learned to love and respect. 


There is no record that Joseph of Arimathea ever 
was counted openly as a disciple of Jesus. He was a 
member of the Sanhedrin that was instrumental in the 
crucifixion of the Master, but in the midst of all opposi- 
tion he apparently did not vote as they did, for facing 
all ridicule and humiliation he asked for the body of 
Jesus and removing Him from the cross buried Him in 
his own tomb. 


And who has not admired the courage and loyalty 
of the “Three Marys“ at the foot of the cross and re- 
joiced when they were rewarded at the empty tomb on 
Easter morning? 


Let us pray for the courage and the loyalty of the 
beloved disciple, John, of the “Three Marys,’ of Nico- 
demus and of Joseph of Arimathea, who, when the 
temptation to flee from the scene and leave Him who 
was in trouble to fight alone, braved the ridicule and 
humiliation and stayed with Him. When Jesus asks us 
the question, “Will ye also go away?” during this lenten 
season, may we respond with 


“Sure I must fight if I would reign; 

Increase my courage, Lord; 

T’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 

Supported by thy word.’—(Isaac Watts) 
—EVANGELICAL TIDINGS 
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Take Time for Your Soul. 
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Why Not? Things Perish! 


Your Soul Lives Forever. 


THE OBSERVANCE OF LENT 


During the Lenten season more than at any other 
time of the Church year our highest efforts are called 
forth in the mighty work of saving souls and the 
strengthening of our own spiritual lives. 


That we should be more active in Lent than at any 
other time is strange, but it may be attributed to the 
fact that at this time our attention is fixed more intently 
upon the work, the life, the suffering, passion and death 
of our Saviour. 


Chrysostom, “The Golden-mouthed” preacher who 
lived in the fourth century, explains the purpose-of Lent 
thus: “Many heretofore were used to come to the Com- 
munion indevestly and inconsiderately. Therefore, our 
fathers, considering the mischief arising from such care- 
less approaches, meeting together, appointed forty days 
of fasting and prayer, and hearing sermons, and for holy 
assemblies that all men in these days being carefully 
purified by prayer and almsdeeds and fasting and watch- 
ing and tears and confession of sins, and other like ex- 
ercises might come, according to their capacity, with a 
pure conscience to the Holy Table.’ 


Lent should be a time of introspection, when we ex- 
amine our own souls to see how we can strengthen our 
lives that we can better aid in the solution of the prob- 
lems of others. It is this that helps make the season of 
Lent of great helpfulness. It is not the mere abandon- 
ment of certain pleasures or occupations, but that in a 
simplified life, with less distraction, we may turn our 
thoughts inward to our hearts and more carefully and 
prayerfully see them as they are, full of sin. This is one 
reason why the Lenten season is full of certain sadness. 
The sinfulness of our hearts brought into the fuller light 
by the prayers, lessons and services of Lent must fill us 
with deep repentent thoughts, for when we study again 
the sufferings of our Saviour and realize how much our 
salvation cost Him and how earnest He was that we 
might be saved from our sins, we remember how often 
we regard our sins so lightly. 


Will Lent this year be simply a formal time in our 
life when we give up something because others do, fol- 
low the crowds to Church and then forget about it for 
another year? Or will it be forty days when our spirits 
and those of our friends will be revitalized by contact 
with God through Jesus Christ? 


Suggestions for Observance 
Examine your own life. 
Observe daily devotions. 
Read the story of Christ’s life in the Gospel of Mark. 


Attend the services of the Church regularly and 
urge others to do likewise. 


If your social functions interfere with your religious 
life, limit them so that there will be adequate time for 
thought and action. 


Invite a friend who does not attend your Church 
or League to go with you to the services and meetings. 


Do something to make another’s li‘e happier or his 
burden lighter—for this is the spirit of Jesus. 

Make some self-denial for your own spiritual wel- 
fare, and the cause of Christ and give a special offering 
to the work of the Church. 


HE WALKED MAJESTIC, NOT AS ONE 
DISMAYED 


From the hills of Ephraim, Jesus sees the pilgrims 
streaming down the Jordan valley on their way to 
Jerusalem to the feast of the Passover. His hour had 
not yet come, and He seeks safety from His enemies on 
the journey to the Feast, so He in company of the twelve 
joins the pilgrims. Though it was customary for the pil- 
grims to sing glad songs as they journey, this train 
moves in silence. Jesus leads the procession through the 
sunshine, but the Shadow of Death is present; the twelve 
are amazed at His bearing while the rest regard Him in 
fear. He walks majestic, not as one dismayed, and as 
they go their way He takes the twelve aside and instructs 
them for the third time “regarding that which is in store 
for Him.” 


As children are taught, so Christ taught His chosen 
twelve. At first He told them only that “He must suffer 
many things at the hands of His enemies.” After they 
had witnessed the animosity of the rulers toward Him, 
He told them of the Betrayal by one among them, and 
now, on the way to the Fast of the Passover, He tells 
them the details of the hours of suffering before them, 
and the resurrection at the end of the third day. 


Like unto us here and today, those who called them- 
selves followers and disciples of the Master and were 
being taught by Him could not understand the meaning 
of His words, since their idea of a leader was one who 
gained earthly and material success, and they besought 
Him to manifest His rightful Glory and declare Himself 
King. 

Shall we remain near and hearken to the confident 
“We can” uttered by John and James, in answer to the 
Master’s appeal, “Can ye drink the cup which I am 
drinking?” These disciples were confident in their re- 
ply, because they were thinking of the reward which was 
to come to them in answer to Salome’s special solicita- 
tion in their behalf for a seat on either side of the throne, 
and their “We can” was in answer to the imagined strug- 
gle which was to take place in Jerusalem when Jesus 
“would manifest His Glory.” 


Do we, like James and John, cry “We can,” without 
knowing that which lies before us? Or are we ready to 
walk majestic, not dismayed, knowing the bitterness of 
the cup, but keeping our eyes upon the resurrection which 
lies ahead?—James Callowner. 


Page Four 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Mublenberg Boys’ Calcot: Ciberia, rica 


By Rey. G. Gordon Parker, Jr., Missionary from Africa 


burg, Liberia, along the St. Paul River, just thir- 

ty miles from the seaport of Monrovia. It sits 
on a prominent hill overlooking the river at one of its 
widest places. Just above and below the school are large 
reefs of rock which prevent the river launches from 
coming up the river as far as the school. 


© Muhlenberg Boys’ School is located in Mills- 


Muhlenberg Boys’ School is a boarding school es- 
tablished for the training of native boys into Christian 
leaders and workers. Some of the boys are given their 
training up to the sixth grade at the Mission School 
nearest their home. Others have been in this school from 
the beginning. The boarding department goes from the 
third to the eighth grade. A boy who has finished the 
eighth grade in Liberia is equal in standing there to a 
boy here who has finished high school. The boys eat, 
sleep and live right there at the school. A part of each 
day is devoted to cleaning and care of the school grounds 
and buildings. The home lie of a native boy is very 
poor. By living at the school the boys haye the oppor- 
tunity to see the home life of their Christian leaders and 
to learn and develop good habits and abilities of their 
own. 


Teacher and Pupils of the Muhlenberg Boys’ School, Liberia, 
Africa, Teachers are on the ends of the front row. Left end (left to 
right): Rev. G. Gordon Parker, and Mr. James Bass. Right end 
(left to right): Mr. Charles Grove and Mr, David Brown. Mr. Daniel 
Bryant is not on the picture. 


Beside the missionary there are five native Christian 
workers who are teachers. All of them are graduates 
of the Muhlenberg Boys’ School except Mrs. Sarah 
Diggs, the third grade teacher, who graduated from the 
E. V. Day Girls’ Schcol across the river. Mr. David 
Brown is the most recent graduate, having finished the 
eighth grade in 1937. Beside teaching fourth grade he 
has charge of the dining rocm, kitchen and food. Mr. 
Daniel Bryant teaches geography and history to the 
upper grades and is in charge of the printing shop. He 
has a wife and four children. Mr. Charles Grove teaches 
language and reading and oversees the tailor shop. Mr. 


James Bass, who finished high school in Monrovia after 
completing the eighth grade at M. B. S., as it is popu- 
larly called, teaches science and arithmetic. He also has 
charge of the dormitories, directs the choir and coaches 
the football (soccer) team. Each teacher has a class in 
Bible, too, for the Bible is taught in every grade. 


This year there were thirty-five boys in boarding 
school. All but three of them have native backgrounds. 
Some of their parents are civilized people now. About 
half of these boys had come down frem the interior, al- 
though only four were transferred and supported by the 
Mission. Most of the others paid their own fees and 
were buying their own clothes. They work during the 
vacation, December to March, to save this money. The 
fee is about $11.20 in our money and wages are about 
18 cents a day. 

The boys begin and end the day with a devotional 
period, ‘‘prayers” they call it. The school runs from 
6:50 in the morning to 12:30. There is about an hour 
recess in the middle of the morning during which they 
eat “breakfast.” After school there is a “quiet hour” dur- 
ing the excessive heat of the day. Then come work and 
play periods, supper, study and bed at 9 P. M. The boys 
study the same courses that children do here but some 
of them, such as geography, history and hygiene are 
adapted to their own country and its needs. 


Each Loy is given an opportunity to learn a trade. 
Carpentry, tailoring, printing, business and music are 
offered. 


There is an active Luther League in the school. The 
Leaguers study the same topics as Leagues do here but 
they study them one to three months later because of the 
delay in mail which brings the “Luther League Review.” 


The school is facing the need of taking another step 
forward. For years we have been looking to it to fur- 
nish trained leaders. We know that if the Church is to 
be planted in Liberia, and planted it must be, that a body 
of national workers must have the responsibility for it. 
This means that well-trained Christian men and women 
must be forthcoming to bear this responsibility. Until 
now eighth grade training has been sufficient and some 
have done wonders on as little as four grades. The pres- 
ent and the future are demanding more than the past. 
There is an urgent demand for extension to include the 
ninth and tenth grades at once. 


Along with the need for a more competent leadership 
is the need for better equipment in our training schools. 
The Luther League of America at its biennial conven- 
tion in Long Beach, California, July 1939, voted to raise - 
$10,000 during the next two years for the erection of a 
Boys’ School building in the mission field in Liberia. The 
exact location, whether at the Main Station or in the in- 
terior, will be decided by the Board of Foreign Missions 
in consultation with the Africa Mission Conference. 
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Facts About Liberia 


(By Rev. Roy L. Yund, Westville, New Jersey) 


The little independent Republic known as Liberia, 
lying along the West Coast of Africa at the southwest 
corner of the curve, just below Sierra Leone and just 
a little above the Equator, is one of the most interesting 
and unusual countries in the world. It is also one of the 
neediest and most difficult fields for work. Being so near 
to the Equator it is hot all year and there are only two 
seasons, rainy season and dry season, the former extend- 
ing from April to November and the latter from Novem- 
ber to April. The direct rays of the sun are very danger- 
ous to foreigners and every white person must wear a 
thick pith sun helmet. Foliage grows all year and ex- 
cept for a strip of cleared land varying from twenty to 
thirty miles wide along the coast, known as the Settle- 
ments, the country is covered with a dark, dense jungle. 
The only clearings back in the interior are those around 
the native villages and the fields that are cleared each 
year for farming. 


A group of small, conical-shaped, thatch-roofed mud 
huts comprise a native village. These generally are hid- 
den back in the bush so that strangers may not find 
them readily. Each village is in charge of a head man, 
and these in turn come under the district chief and the 
paramount chief. 


The natives dress very scantily, most of them wear- 
ing only a small loin cloth. Some of the more import- 
ant men wear shirts which are long pieces of native 
cloth thrown loosely over their shoulders. Young girls 
who are not yet sold to any man, wear only a very 
small loin cloth. Women who have become the property 
of a man wear larger native cloths folded about the upper 
part of the body under the arms. Men who have come 
under the influence of the mission or who have traveled 
to the more civilized sections soon learn to wear khaki 
shirts and shorts. 


All of these people are anxious to learn. Not only 
boys and girls, but men and women come to learn “book” 
and to listen to whatever the missionary has to tell 
them. The only native schools are the secret societies— 
Devil Bush for the boys, and Gre-gre Bush for the girls. 
Here they are branded with the marks of their tribe, and 
they learn native ways and beliefs, fears and supersti- 
tions. Here they learn how to use charms, amulets, 
fetishes, etc. The only means of providing education 
and spiritual enlightenment for the native is through the 
mission school. Here they learn not only how to read 
and write and study but they learn to know God who 
loves them—they learn to know Jesus the Saviour who 
died for them. A mission school in Liberia is as a great 
light shining out over the jungle into the hearts and 
lives of the people there. The building needed for such 
a school is the project of The Luther League of America 
for this biennium. If you would do something good and 
worthwhile, something helpful and constructive, some- 
thing truly Christlike, help this project. 

(Next month there will appear a very interesting 
article by Rev. Yund, entitled “Learning Language in 
Liberia.’’) 
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American Cissions 


February is American Missions Month on 
the Calendar of Causes. During this month the 
Board of American Missions will promote the 
work of home missions and Church extension 
throughout the Church. Easter Sunday has been 
designated as the time for special offerings in the 
Sunday Schools. 


For information regarding literature, write 
to the Board of American Missions, 39 E. 35th 
Street, New York City. 


TO PROMOTE OUR AFRICA 
PROJECT 


Be Sure To Order 
“Cight Days 
GE iiciiecr. 


A New 
Missionary Service 


Prepared by 
MR. ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 


President of The Luther League of America 


This pamphlet is free to all Leagues 
receiving an offering for the Missionary 
Project of The Luther League of America. 
Each League is limited to twelve copies. 


eo @e@ @ 
Order from 


Luther League of Cmetica 


405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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off with alarming regularity. At first we blamed 

the unusual weather . it was hot last sum- 
mer, remember? ... and then we blamed the recession, 
although no one knew exactly why. A few of the older 
members of the congregation began to talk about the 
sinfulness of the younger generation, saying that the 
Church was dying out because there were too few real 
Christians among the newer members. 

Our pastor didn’t believe any of these reasons, and 
he began an earnest effort to discover the real cause. 
At first he blamed himself. But even when he tried to 
change his method of preaching and to increase the 
number of visits to every home, the decrease continued. 

As a last resort he appealed to the younger members 
of his congregation. In a special plea given before the 
League meeting, he asked for their assistance and for 
any suggestions they could give him. 


Or: attendance at our Church had been dropping 


The group listened quietly, and then in a business- 
like manner voted to devote the entire next session to 
discovering causes for the decrease and ways to remedy 
it. Being rather curious as to how they would attack 
the problem, I made a special effort to attend the next 
meeting. A number of other adults were also in the 
visitors’ seats. 

Nellie Baker, the leader, started the meeting. It 
seemed much the same as other meetings I had attended 
in the past—prayer, song, reading of a text—until Miss 
Baker arose and began to talk. Her hands were full oi 
pencils and blank pieces of paper, and she passed these 
out as she talked, walking from member to member. 
Those of us sitting on “visitors’ row’ received pencil 
and paper, too. 

“Reverend Newman has asked our help in solving a 
vitally important problem,” she began. “He wants to 
know why our Church attendance has dropped so much 
recently. There were fifty-three at the services this 
morning, where three months ago there were over a 
hundred. Last winter, even in the bitterest weather, 
there were never fewer than a hundred, and sometimes 
twice as many. 

“Tt’s up to us to tackle the problem of regaining 
that lost attendance. Last night I had a thought that 
just possibly may give us the key. At least we could 
try it, and if it doesn’t help, perhaps some of the rest 
of you will have some other ideas to work out. 

“T have been thinking that fifty-three people did 
attend Church this morning. If we could find out why 
those fifty-three came to Church, perhaps we could find 
out a way to attract others. A salesman, you know, 
first learns what he has to sell, and then goes out and 


_—o 
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O10 you Go to Church 


TOON? 


By HAROLD E. CHRISTIE 


Can you name a single good reason for not going to Church 
acceptable to Him of the pierced hands and wounded side? 


sells it.” “But wouldn’t it be more important,” the pastor 
interrupted, “to find out why the hundreds of former 
members didn’t attend, and then see what we could offer 
them to attract them back?” P 

“But that is what you and all the others have been 
doing, Reverend Newman. Has it worked? I’ll bet that 
everyone you have approached has had a different reason 
for not attending, and one that he thought good. Some 
thought the sermon too long, others too short. Some 
thought there was too much music, others not enough. 
Some of them want you to preach repentance, others 
want you to preach something else. One person has a 
sick husband who needed her care, another thought the 
day was so fine he just had to take a trip. Isn’t that 
right?” 

“Yes, I remember every one of those reasons, and 
a dozen others,” the minister smiled in answer. 

“And don’t you realize that it would be absolutely 
impossible for you to please each one of those various 
people? And that when you try it you only make the 
situation more confusing and actually lose more mem- 
bers? Why not try my method, just for tonight, any- 
way?” 

“Tt might work,” the pastor admitted after a mo- 
ment’s thought. “Instead of trying to change the things 
that people don’t like about our services, we will go out 
and sell them on the good things that we do have. Is 
that right?” : 

“Ves. I don’t mean that we will keep the bad 
things, because I really don’t think they are bad. It 1s 
just that a few people have become discontented and 
have seized upon those things as an excuse for not at- 
tending. When we get them to thinking about the things 
that are good, they may forget their little petty dislikes.’ 

“But how will ycu find out?” I asked curiously. 

“That’s why I am passing out the pencils and 
papers. There are twenty-five people here tonight, and 
almost every one of them was at Church services this 
morning. My idea is that each of you who did attend 
Church this morning will be sincere, and write down, 
as clearly as you can, just why you did attend Church 
this morning.” 

For a while there was a noticeable scratching of 
heads—a widening number of scowls and furrowed fore- 
heads; but after a while pencils began to move and one 
by one folded pieces of paper were brought up and laid 
on the leader’s desk. 

Out of that meeting three of the most interesting ~ 
reasons why one should attend Church were discovered 
and the League appointed itself a committee of the 
whole to spread those facts to its friends and former 
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members. We elders picked up the idea, and carried it 
along too. Two months later we saw a hundred attend- 
ing Church, and in another month we were back to 
normal. Still the membership continued to grow, until 
today it is the largest it has ever been in the memory of 
our Church, 


I do not intend to give you the reasons why our 
group decided they wanted to attend Church, because 
the same reasons might not apply to your Church. But 
if you are losing members, or if your membership has 
become stagnant, the same sort of discovery might work. 


And now for the most important thing our Church 
learned from the entire affair! It was that when the 
Church was in trouble, it could depend upon its young 
people. Maybe we oldsters had formed the habit of 
laughing just a little at their efforts, but we don’t do 
that any longer. We have come to realize that the 
young people in the Church today are the most moral, 
most sincere, most intelligent group of youngsters we 
have ever seen; and we know that without them our 
Church would soon be lost—The Epworth Herald. 


WHAT IS BEHIND LENT? 


“The Lenten idea is very old. The root idea seems to 
be a fast of the Church during forty hours in which our 
Lord voluntarily surrendered Himself to the powers of 
death. This fact was intended as a most helpful prepara- 
tion to the festival of the Resurrection. 


But the Church was not satisfied long with a fast of 
forty hours, because she remembered that the Lord Him- 
self has fasted forty days; so she changed the forty-hour 
fast into a forty-day fast. 


Still later, as the six Sundays in the forty days were 
not fast days, but joyful festivals, six days more were 
added to the forty to take the place of the six Sundays, 
thus making the Lenten fast a period of forty-six days, 
the forty-six days immediately preceding the Resurrec- 
tion. This season is called Lent from the Anglo-Saxon 
Lencten, meaning spring, at which time the days begin 
to lengthen. 

On Ash Wednesday we should lay the iniquities of 
our hearts before God that they may be consumed by 
His love so that we may come into His favor, obtain 
forgiveness and gain life everlasting. 

More dear in the sight of God and His angels than 
any other conquest is the conquest of self, which each 
man, with the help of heaven, can secure for himself. 


FOR PROMOTION OF AFRICA PROJECT 
Be Sure To Use The 
Special Missionary Day Service 


“ight Days in a@ Hammock” 


Prepared by 
MR. ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
President of The Luther League of America 


This pamphlet is free to all Leagues receiving an offer- 
ing for the Missionary Project of The Luther League of 
America. Each League is limited to twelve copies. 
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AMERICAN LUTHERANS MUST SUPPORT 
MISSIONS ORPHANED BY WAR 


The tentative plans for a nationwide campaign for 
funds with which to support the orphaned German mis- 
sions in many parts of the world are being considered by 
the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Conven- 
tion. However, a definite appeal will not be undertaken 
until more specific information concerning the situation 
in all the fields is available. 


Because of the war support of the German societies 
which have maintained missionaries and the work of 
foreign missions has been shut off. Further difficulties 
have arisen as the result of the internment of virtually all 
German missionaries on foreign fields. This is definitely 
known to be the situation in India, from where most in- 
formation has been received. But even these reports are 
fragmentary and sometimes conflicting. 


Since most of the foreign German mission fields are 
strongly Lutheran the responsibility for their future 
maintenance falls to the Lutherans in those countries 
still in a position to extend support. There are three such 
fields in India: the Leipzig mission in the Tamil area; the 
Gossner mission in Chota Nagpur, and the Breklum mis- 
sion in a part of the Telugu area and in the interior Jey- 
pore country. 


Fortunately the Leipzig mission is associated with 
the mission of the Church of Sweden, which may be in 
a position to assume full responsibility as it did during 
the World War. No definite confirmation has yet been 
received, however. 


There is also some hope that the Church of Denmark 
may be able to support the Breklum mission although it 
would be an exceedingly difficult undertaking. During 
the previous war and up until 1926 it was maintained by 
the foreign mission board of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. During that period nearly $300,000 
was required for the work there. 


The situation of the Gossner mission is somewhat 
better than twenty-five years ago because it is now 
autonomous. Director J. Stosch, however, has been in- 
terned, so that it has been necessary for the Rey. Dr. 
I. Cannaday, of the United Lutheran Church mission, to 
step in and take charge of finances. Word has also been 
received from the Rev. J. Roy Strock, Vice-President of 
the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
India, indicating the Federation’s willingness to give all 
the help it can—even to providing missionaries to carry 
on the activities of those who have been taken away 
from their work. 


Information reporting that Bishop J. Sandegren has 
been appointed by Bishop August Marahrens, President 
of the Lutheran World Convention, to take charge of the 
Gossner mission has also been received. But there is 
yet hope that Stosch may be released; his case is being 
given special consideration by the government. 


Yet the great problem of finance remains. The 
Churches in India cannot support themselves, and all 
funds from German mission societies have been shut 
off. Lutherans of America must accept their share of 
this new responsibility. 
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Life Senotae 


Youth About the Father’s Business 
Planning the Work and Working the Plan 


THE PRINCIPLE OF LIFE SERVICE 
AT WORK 


At the Convention of The Luther League of 
America held at Long Beach, California, July 6-9, 1939, 
a prominent clergyman listened in with the group dis- 
cussing Life Service. He, together with others, had been 
given a convention issue of the Life Service Bulletin 
which is issued quarterly for Synodical Life Service Sec- 
retaries. After examining the bulletin and listening to 
the first period of the discussion, his comment was, “I 
had no idea that the Life Service Program was so far- 
reaching and effective in its influence and service to the 
life of the entire congregation.” This statement ofters 
a reason to believe that more opportunity should 5s 
sought among youth leaders to present the cause and 
program of the Life Service Department of The Luth r 
League of America. 


LIFE SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT 


The Department is greatly in need of statistical 
data. Many local and district synodical secretaries have 
difficulty in compiling a worthwhile report at the Synod- 
ical League convention, it is necessary for him to an- 
nounce his Life Service Program a year in advance. The 
first thing to be done is to carefully set forth the Life 
Service objectives to be reached during the year. The 
next assignment is to charge the lccal and district sec- 
retaries to keep an accurate record of ways in which 
Leaguers are rendering Life Service and accomplishing 
their group projects. Then if, at the close of the year, a 
carefully planned questionnaire is sent out, available and 
necessary data may be reported. 


Life Service in the Luther League of Virginia 

Miss Mildred Conard, Life Service Secretary for 
1938, gleaned from the Local Luther Leagues of Vir- 
ginia, the following information which she reported to 
the Synodical Convention that year. Even after it is 
known that only about half the Leagues reported, it is 
surprising how the group and individual projects amount 
to worthwhile. totals. 


The 1938 Report 


Number of leactiessreponting manatee lates eis sis a ote 
Number of Leagues observing Life Service Day ... 34 
Number of Leagues conducting a Life Service 

Study Classw.crewextoreivenivcer yin sie oxexeleiotaneteeeert 6 
Number of Leagues reading at least one Life 

Service: Boole peiejecss eicssvesoveroicions cl onesie petorotarcsleererrare 87 


Number of members actively serving in other 
organizations of the Church: 
As Sunday School Teachers ....... ties eager 163 
As members of Church Ghoiniene-crieeeeers 259 


Asi teachersyins BibleySchooliemnt tats anit 46 
On Anniversary Appeal Committee ........ 31 
On) ChurchyCottncilparees ats eee 25 
Serving sin otherecapa citiesmeyras.scicis rier 27 

TO bal ic. cechsie ious eee aE tO eee 551 


A Sixteen Point Life Service Program 

This Sixteen Point Program carried out by the 
Luther League of Pennsylvania with Miss Ruth Nie- 
meyer, Secretary, suggests how far-reaching the pro- 
gram has become. The report also presents a striking 
way in which to emphasize important points in their 
program and at the same time give recognition to a 
loyal support of the item to be’stressed in the local 
League. 

The Program 


1. A Life Service Day Program. 


2. One of your Leaguers entering the ministry, the 
diaconate or any other form of full-time service. 


1. Devotional at which you have a seminary student or 
deaconess as a speaker. 


2. Reading a book as a Study Course in League as a 
whole. 


1. 50% of your members reading a Life Service book. 


1. A League visit to some institution where Life 
Service is in action. 


A speaker or program on vocational guidance. 
League’s actual service in an institution. 
50% of your members are members of the Church. 


ey Py a Ts 


25% of your Leaguers teachers or workers in the 
Sunday School. 


1. 10% of your Leaguers doing other parish work. 


1. Hold one vocational guidance conference as pre- 
scribed by the district secretary. 


1. Participation of Local Life Service Secretaries in all 
District affairs. (Conferences and conventions) 


1. Counsellor Guide List in all Local Leagues. 


HELPS FOR LIFE SERVICE 


“Life Service Flag’—What It Is .. 5 cents 


SERVICE 
“Building the Cathedral of Life” ..10 cents 


PAGEANTS 


SLE Vezuove Metro ces ee 10 cents 
Life's “Highway”. 2.i. «<8. eceustOecents 
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Invitations 
Write out the invitations on correspondence cards 
cut into the shapes of Lincoln’s and Washington’s heads. 


Decorations 
A bit of red, white and blue is never out of place, and 
streamers of these three patriotic colors may be draped 
from the corners of the room to the center light. 


Patriotic Passers 

Divide the group into three equal teams and give to 
the player at the head of each team, a roll of red, white 
and blue crepe paper. Tell them that, when you give the 
signal, they are to unroll the paper, re-roll it, and pass 
it on to the next player, who does likewise. The team 
completing the stunt first, by getting the roll to its last 
player, is the winning combination. 


Presidential Riddles 
Monday’s work; a weight? (Washing-ton) 


A high-priced automobile? (Lincoln) 


1 

2 

3. A man’s name beginning with A? (Arthur) 
4. To bequeath; a male offspring? (Wil-son) 
5 


Opposite of soft; a sufhx meaning part of? 
(Hard-ing) 
6. The 6th city in U. S. in population? (Cleveland) 
7. To give or confer? (Grant) 
8. A Biblical name; a male child? (John-son) 
9. Torun through with a pointed instrument? (Pierce) 
10. The highest mount in North America? (McKinley) 


History 

As many important dates in history, pertaining to 
Washington and Lincoln, are listed as there are people 
expected. Four copies of each date are made, and these 
slips are then thoroughly mixed. The players are given 
four slips of a kind. Only one may be traded at a time. 
The person securing four of a kind first is declared the 
winner. 

Guessing Game 

Pass a glass jar filled with candy cherries and have 
each one guess how many cherries there are in the con- 
tainer. Have the players write down their estimates on 
a pad. After everybody is given a chance to guess, pre- 
sent the jar of cherries to the one who has written down 
the number nearest to the correct one. 


Grab The Hatchet 

Have the Leaguers divided into two teams, facing 
each other. A hatchet (preferably a paper one from the 
five-and-ten-cent store) is placed in the center of the 
space between the two teams. In this game, the num- 
ber is from opposite ends so that Number 1 would stand 
opposite Number 15 (the last person in the other team’s 
line). The leader calls out the number, as “Number 4” 


Famous Statesmen s Party 


(Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 
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and both numbers four try to grab the hatchet and re- 
turn to their lines before being tagged by the opposite 
team member. The leader keeps score giving the point 
to the winning side each time. 


Shaking The Cherry Tree 
Players stand in a circle, and the one in the center 
is blindfolded. Players step out of the circle and shake 
the one in the center, who is the cherry tree. Ii the 
cherry tree guesses who did the shaking, that one must 
take the place in the center. 


Revolutionary Scenes 

Hand out pencils and tablet size paper to the players. 
Tell them to draw a picture representing some event in 
early American history. At the bottom of the paper 
the artist writes the title of his picture, but folds it under 
so that no one can see it. The papers are then passed 
around the room (to the right) and each one writes his 
guess as to the title of the scene, after which it, too, is 
folded under each time. Finally, the sketch comes back 
to its creator. The originator then reads aloud the vari- 
ous guesses. 


Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 

Give a prize to the one who can repeat the most of 
the address given by Lincoln at Gettysburg. The first 
sentences are as follows: 

“Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought 
forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in 
liberty and dedicated to the propostiion that all men are 
created equal.” 

Refreshments 
Cherry pie and coffee or ice cream and cake. 


The 
Luther League America 
Can Keep Secrets Y 


If you send it a Valentine, from your heart 
to the heart of the League, it won’t tell. Make 
your Valentine a lasting one by sending in a $1.0) 
Contributing Membership or a $5.00 or more Sus- 
taining Membership. (If you so request, your 
name will not be printed in the Review, so your 
best girl friend or beau will never be the wiser.) 

This is leap year, so we are “proposing” to 
every Luther Leaguer, former Leaguers, and 
friends, to send that Valentine immediately to The 
Luther League of America. 
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meaning of the word philanthropy. Usually the 

‘idea given is of an individual who gives large 
sums of money for charitable purposes or who endows 
in some substantial manner educational institutions, hos- 
pitals, etc. The true meaning is quite different, and in its 
literal sense it signifies a great love of mankind. In 
looking back over the pages of American history can 
a more shining example of a great philanthropist be 
found than George Washington, who a!l through his 
long life showed the strongest disposition to promote 
happiness or to elevate socially his fellow beings. 

To this illustrious Virginian the welfare of his family 
was always his dearest interest. His mother was an un- 
failing source of solicitude to him from his earliest man- 
hood, and it was the strong desire of his heart to make 
her always comfortable. To the end of his existence he 
aided his sister and brothers, nieces and nephews in a 
financial way. Their troubles and disappointments were 
his, and at times he made great personal sacrifices in 
his desire to give them a helping hand. 

George Washington’s sister, Betty, who was said 
to resemble him in appearance, had married a wealthy 
man, Fielding Lewis, and for a time their home was 
beautiful Kenmore, in Fredericksburg. Fielding Lewis 
manutiactured rifles used in the Revolution, and in this 
manner, by advancing large sums of money, became im- 
poverished. George Washington lent him money from 
time to time, and he cied very much in debt. After her 
husband’s death General Washington continued to give 
his sister money at Ccifferent times, and in many other 
ways he helped her. One of the Lewis boys especially 
pleased him so well that he appointed him in the army. 
Of another General Washington, when President, wrote 
to his sister: 

“Tf your son Howell is living with you, and not 
usefully employed in your own affairs and should incline 
to spend a few months with me as a writer in my office 
Gf he is fit for it) I will allow him at the rate of three 
hundred dollars a year, provided he is diligent in dis- 
charging the duties of it from breakfast until dinner 
Sundays excepted.” 

Another son, Lawrence, was advanced by George 
Washington in every way possible. He was also em- 
ployed as one of his uncle’s secretaries. He eventually 
lived at Mount Vernon, and most likely through pro- 


ole is a somewhat difficult task to define clearly the 


HEURbE 
CL Leader in Philanthsopy 


February calls to attention the Birthday of the 
First President. of the United States of America. 
In ages to come, George Washington will stand 
out as America’s most humane citizen. 
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pinquity his life there led to his marriage to Mrs. Wash- 
ington’s granddaughter, Nellie Custis. This marriage so 
pleased the Washington family that the General made 
arrangements for Lawrence to build a house on the Mt. 
Vernon estate. He was also made one of the executors 
of George Washington’s will, and he was handsomely 
remembered in this document. 

Another source of heavy weight and great responsi- 
bility to George Washington were his brothers. His 
brother Samuel, who was Mary Ball Washington’s third 
child, was constantly in deep waters. He seemed to have 
decidedly extravagant tendencies. He married five times 
and had a large family of children. In 1781 George 
Washington wrote another brother: “In God’s name how 
did Samuel get himself so enormously in debt?” Not- 
withstanding the fact, however, that he wrote it would 
be inconvenient for him to lend money just then, his 
ledger shows $2,000 was advanced. Several of Samuel’s 
sons he placed at school, and later two of these boys 
he sent to college at a cost of $5,000. 

An even greater “mill stone’ was George Wash- 
ington’s niece Harriott whose care he assumed in 1785, 
and who was an inmate at Mount Vernon until her mtar- 
riage 11 years later. Harriott was one of the children of 
Samuel Washington. She was evidently a trial to the 
Washington household. One of her chief failings was 
“no disposition ... to be careful of her cloaths” which 
were “dabbed about in every hole and corner and her 
best things always in use,’ so much-so that her uncle 
said, “She costs me enough.” 

General Washington was particularly devoted to his 
brother John Augustine, who was most helpful to him at 
times by managing his estate when he was absent from 
home, and it was to his brother’s son, Bushrod, that 
Mount Vernon was leit. George Washington’s nephews 
seem to have been legion, and in his kind, generous way 
he carried them all. Another nephew, George Augustine 
Washington, a son of his brother Charles, he helped in 
every way, and when he was threatened with consump- 
tion it was his uncle’s purse which supplied him with 
funds. When George Augustine died, he wrote to the - 
young widow and invited her and her children “to re- 
turn to your old habitation at Mount Vernon. You can. 
go no place where you are more welcome, nor to any 
where you can live at less expense and trouble, an 
offer,’ he adds, “made with my whole heart.” 
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To his wife’s kith and kin he was equally generous. 
General Washington several times urged his mother-in- 
law, Mrs. Dandridge, to make Mount Vernon her home. 
He invited Colonel Bassett, who had married his sister- 
in-law, with his whole family, to be his guests for an 
indefinite period at the Warm Springs. To a brother-in- 
law, Bartholomew Dandridge, he lent money and forgave 
the debt to his widow in his will. He also gave her the 
use for life of a number of slaves, bid in by him at the 
bankruptcy sale of her husband's property. At different 
times George Washington adopted and assumed the ex- 
penses of nine children belonging to his immediate 
family. 

It might be well said of George Washington that al- 
though he was generous to a fault he tried hard not to 
be imposed upon. Realizing his generous nature he re- 
ceived constant applications for aid, most of which he 
investigated. One fact which stands out in bold relief is 
that he never forgot a friend. The truthfulness of this 
statement is shown in his friendship for Ramsey, Craik, 
Greene, and Lafayette. In George Washington’s ledger 
a special act of kindness is shown to Dr. James Craik, 
who was his friend and physician all through his life. 
He helped materially to educate his young son, and on 
his graduation the youth for a time was in his employ. 
George Washington Lafayette was the son of the Mar- 
quis de Lafayette, who was one of General Washington’s 
commanders during the Revolution. At the time of the 
French Revolution General Lafayette languished for 
several years in the Austrian prison at Olmutz. His wife, 
Madame Lafayette was also in prison, but husband and 
wife were separated. She was confined in the prison La 
Force in Paris. Upon hearing about the predicament of 
this French woman, realizing at such times money is 
one’s best friend, George Washington, through the 
American Minister, James Monroe, deposited 200 guineas 
at a bank in Paris subject to her order. Upon Madame 
Lafayette’s release from prison her first act was to en- 
gage passage for her son George for America where he 
remained until his father’s release. George Washington 
took a lively interest in the young man. In returning to 
France all of young Lafayette’s traveling expenses were 
defrayed by General Washington, and he was also gen- 
erously provided with pocket money. 


Another instance of the philanthropy of the first 
President is the family of General Nathanael Greene, a 
devoted friend of the great General. After General 
Greene’s death George Washington learned that his wid- 
ow was left in embarrassed circumstances and in his 
usual compassionate manner offered to give his name- 
sake, George Washington Greene, if intrusted to his care 
“as good education as this country (I mean the United 
States) will afford, and will bring him up to either of the 
genteel professions that his frds. may chuse, or his in- 
clination shall lead to pursue at my cost & expense.” 


General Washington was a kind master, and many 
striking illustrations are given of his kindness to his 
slaves. In 1791 there were about 150 “hands” at Mount 
Vernon, not counting house servants. It can be readily 
understood that with so many mouths to feed and indi- 
viduals to be clothed it was a case of literally eating one 
“out of house and home.’ It was a serious predicament 
and apparently there seemed no remedy. General Wash- 
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ington was unwilling to sell the overplus, thereby often 
separating families, because as he so humanely said, “I 
principaled against this kind of traffic in the human spe- 
cies.” Continuing, he said, “It would really be to my in- 
terest to set them free, rather than give them victuals 
and cloaths.” When the great State of South Carolina 
refused to pass an act to end the slave trade he ex- 
pressed the “wish from my soul that the legislature of 
that state would see the policy of a gradual Abolition of 
Slavery, it would prevent much further mischief.” What 
vision! Could it be possible that he was accorded the 
privilege of looking through the vistas of time? To the 
end of life George Washington never changed his view 
on this momentous question. A clause in his will directed 
that “upon the decease of my wife it is my will and de- 
sire that all slaves which I hold shall receive their free- 
dom.” 

For his long and arduous services during the Reyolu- 
tionary War General Washington took no compensation. 
He kept a correct book of his business transactions and 
produced a written voucher for every disbursement he 
made of public funds. 

During his lifetime General Washington had. been 
generous to the cause of education. He had voluntarily 
assisted many of his young relatives to educate their 
young sons and had annually subscribed 50 pounds a 
year for the education of the children of Alexandria. He 
carried this thought of the education of the poor to the 
framing of his will, bequeathing canal shares as part 
of the endowment of a proposed university in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and to Liberty Hall, now Washington 
and Lee University. From day to day his account books 
show strong evidence of his numerous charities. Dur- 
ing his absence from Mount Vernon in Revoluntionary 
days he left orders behind that all poor persons applying 
for food or shelter should have ample care. 

All through his long life George Washington was 
deeply affected by physical suffering in others. On one 
of his many visits to Bath, now Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia, where the waters were reputed to help persons 
suffering from rheumatism, he found many gathered 
there hoping to be relieved from distress. Some were 
poverty-stricken who could ill afford to pay all expenses 
attendant on such an expedition. After viewing this 
suffering George Washington, tradition tells, went to a 
nearby baker shop and left an order that all patients at 
the Springs who applied for bread were to be given as 
much as they could consume at his expense. 

Many other instances of the philanthrophy of George 
Washington could be cited. Much has been related of 
this great man’s fame as well as his fortune. In ages to 
come George Washington will stand out as America’s 
most humane citizen. Philanthropists are born, not made. 


A NEW PAMPHLET 


“Things You Ought To Know,” our Motto, Em- 
blem, Pledge, Rally Hymn, and Highlights and 
Achievements of The Luther League of America. 


PRICE 10 CENTS 
Send order to 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia, Penna. 
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1940 Intermediate Reading Course 2 
: 


e9oi! SONTES 
WARDS 
Cent FlOATeS 


THE BOOKS 


Whereas, seven books are listed below, only four need be purchased to have a full 
Reading Course. In making your selection consider the first three as “required,” the 4 
third being the mission study book; and finally select one of the four remaining books fq 
to complete the course. 


“Talks To Young Adventurers”—John Edmund Brewton ........ Sie25 3 
“Green Timber” —Jisther Gerberding” Hunt. onc cee .75 ig 
“Tales from East to West’—Margaret B. Cobb and Ezra Young.. .50 : 
“Wien of Power’—Volume I]—Fred Eastman ................... 1.50 Ke 
“Your Life and the Church’—Percy C. Hayward -...2°-.-2-- 47. 35 Ke 
“The Fingerprints of God”—William M. Orr ................... 1.00 3 
“God In Our Home’’—Daniel Nystrom ......... Cloth .75; Koratel 1.00 


FOUR THINGS TO DO 


First—Set up a simple system to circulate the books. A chart containing the names of the 
readers (allowing each member one to two weeks to read a book) will prove helpful. You must work 
whatever system you devise to keep the books circulating. Encourage the indifferent members to read 
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the bcoks. 


Second—Promcte a Reading Course Poster Contest among the members. Offer small prizes 
for the two best posters. 


Third—On the Essay Contest. Six awards will be offered. These awards to go to the six mem- 
bers writing the best essays. The following rules govern this annual contest: 


1. Each Intermediate may enter only one essay. 
2. Essay must be on one of the 1940 books. 
3. Must be written in ink or typewritten and only on one side of the paper. 
4. Must contain not less than 1000 not more than 1500 words. 
5. Must be in the offices of The Luther League of America not later than Decem- 
ber 1, 1940. 
Announcement of awards will be made in the “Luther League Review” at the earliest date pos- 
sible thereafter. 
Fourth—After all members have been given an opportunity to read the books of the Course, 
send the names of these members having read three of the books to the Intermediate Secretary, and 
receive a certificate for each person. No charge. 
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For Iutermediates 


FEBRUARY POSTERS AND PROJECTS 
(By Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah, Georgia) 

The theme for our poster is found in the first topic 
of the month, “Nimrod—A-Hunting We Go! or Seek- 
ing After Truth.” 

In the upper left hand corner of the poster draw a 
large “N.” In the upper center part, draw or paste a 
picture of an altar. (Picture can be secured from Church 
magazine advertisement or a photograph of your own 
Church altar can be made. This is also true of the bap- 
tismal font referred to below). The altar represents or 
is a symbol to us of the presence of God. We seek this 
God. From the altar are drawn four pathways to the 
bottom of four pictures, each pathway having the proper 
topic lettered along the sice of it. Leaguers’ names are 
written on pathway as project is accomplished. 

Our first picture is “Nicodemus Visi.s Jesus At 
Night.” (A Perry picture or found on some Chureh cal- 
endar, or a suggested outline may be drawn). Nico- 
demus was a seeker of the truth, hence this pathway has 
lettered along it, “Nimrod—Seeking After Truth.’ As 
a project we will read one of the following passages of 
Scripture each day besides our regular Bible reading. 
Type or write a list of these Scripture references to be 
given each Leaguer: Join 1:17, John 4:23, John 8:32, 
John 14:6, John 16:13, John 17:17, and John 18:37. 

Our second picture is a Deaconess Serving in a Hos- 
pital. The topic is “Nightingale—Serving Others.” 
Florence Nightingale received much of her inspiration 
for a life of service from the Deaconess work in Germany 
—hence the suggested picture. If you cannot find such 
a picture, draw a red cross. For our project we will 
render some personal service to our own congregation 
or visit the sick. We seek God in Service. 

Our third picture is a Baptismal Font. The topic is 
“Name—What It Suggests.” Our project is to memorize 
the hymn, “I Was Made a Christian” (No. 126 PSH). 
We seek God in Baptism, at which time the seed is 
planted for our Christian life and growth. 

Our fourth picture is a Bible. The topic: “New 
Testament-Pocket Testament League.” Reading the 
Bible daily will give you credit for this project. We seek 
God in the Scriptures. 
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Between The Bock-ends 


“Comrades Round The World,’ by Franklin S. Mack 


The wonderful Madras Convention! . .. What was 
it? Do you know who attended it and what some of the 
results of it were? 

Rev. S. Frank in Mack, whose path to Madras led 
him around the worl’, gives us the view-points on pres- 
ent world problems and their effect upon religion, of 
young Japanese and Chinese Christians, Germans, Hindu 
Christians from India, young people from the Gold Coast 
of Africa, from Burma and Mexico, actually, from all 
over the world. Thece people, some of the outstanding 
Christians of the world, got together at this Madras 
Convention in India, and discussed this world “inside 
out,” literally. 

How serious!y do you take Jesus? Are you one of 
those people whose lives are ike a ship without a rudder, 
just drifting along, going to the movies almost every 
night of the week, and every other night trying to win 
that new car playing Bingo? 

Rev. Mack summarizes very nicely what this group 
of people decided was needed to cure some of this 
world’s ills and diseases. This is altogether very interest- 
ing reading for anyone trying to find a place in this 
troubled world. 


LODO AT DALAL PL POLI LOBEL A DORA AVI ULE 
WE DON’T LIKE TO BOAST, BUT— 


here’s what one of our capable Luther League leaders said the other day: “If you haven't seen 
doing yourself a kindness by sending in a subscrip- 
tion. Despite its long record of serving the youth of the Church each year it develons a new fresh- 
ness and charm. It sure is of valuable assistance in promoting the work of our Luther League.” 


Well, we’re blushing; but telling you this may serve to call your attention that your League 
program would take on new life if more of the Leaguers would subscribe to the Review. 


“The Luther League Review” lately, you’d be 


Send your order to: 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Subscription Rates (Payable in Advance) 


Single Subscriptions, $1.25 per year 
Clubs of five, $1.00 per year 
Clubs of ten, 90 cents per year 
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LUTHER LEAGUE CLIPPERS 


(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


A BIBLE ALPHABET 

A soft answer turneth away wrath. 

Be ye kind one to another. 

Children, obey your parents. 

Do good unto all. 

Every day will I bless thee. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

God is love. 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

In My Father’s house are many mansions. 

Judge not. 

Keep thy tongue from evil. 

Little Children, love one another. 

My house shall be called a house of prayer. 

No man can serve two masters. 

Open thy mouth, judge righteously. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

Quit you like men. Be strong. 

Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord. 

Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 

Verily my sabbaths thou shalt keep. 

Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation. 

Exercise thyself unto godliness. 

Ye are the light of the world. 


Zealous be for my sake. 
—Selected 


WE OBSERVE LENT 

—Because we believe in the Gospel, and the Church as 
its historic interpretation through the power of Christ. 

—Because we have confidence in the Church as the in- 
stitution of God in which He teaches us and offers sal- 
vation through the means of grace. 

—Because it helps us to overcome temptations and em- 
ploys our time and talents in service rather than waste 
them in folly. 

—Because it awakens in us the holiest purposes of life 
and inspires us with a sincere endeavor to attain and 
enjoy them. 

—Because by quiet meditation, by service, song, and 
history in contemplation of the supreme and final hours 
of the Saviour’s life, we are strengthened in faith, and 
help to secure the Church in its God-given position 
against all criticism of fanatic, world, and unbeliever. 

—Because we are strengthened by communion with 
Christ to practice our professions, to overcome our 
faults, and to help others in the way of life by example, 
teaching and service. 


LINCOLN’S EULOGY 
Upon receiving a gift of the Holy Bible from a 
delegation which visited him on September 7, 1864, 
Abraham Lincoln declared: “In regard to this great 


Book, I have but to say, it is the best gift God has given 
to men. All the good Saviour gave to the world was 
communicated through this Book. But for it, we could 
not know right from wrong. All things most desirable 
for man’s welfare, here and hereafter, are found por- 
trayed in it.” 


“FLOWERS OF KINDNESS 


Life is a narrow pathway, a steep and rugged ascent 
Hedged close by thorns and thistles, oft blocked by discontent. 
Rocks of adversity line the way where sons of men must go; 
Their jagged edges tear the feet and cause life’s blood to flow. 
But along this rugged highway, deep under the thistles and thorns, 
Sweet flowers planted by nature, await but a chance to be born; 
They need but the sunshine of kindness, the warmth of a loving hearts 
To break their deathlike slumber, a sweet life to impart. 
Then will the air be laden with a perfume rare and sweet; 
And the rocks appear less jagged as we press them with our feet; 
Then the thorns of disappointment and the thistles of despair, 
Will quickly drop and wither in this flower-scented air, 
For never yet was evil of malignance so severe 
That it could grow and flourish in a love-warmed atmosphere. 
Then let us, following Linccln, strive to lessen human woe 
By planting flowers of kindness wherever they will grow. 

—“‘The Torch” 


LINCOLN’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Almighty Ruler of nations, our 
great and good and merciful Maker, our Father in 
heaven, who notes the fall of a sparrow, and numbers 
the hairs of our heads. 

I believe in His eternal truth and justice. 

I recognize the sublime truth announced in the 
Holy Scriptures and proved by all history that those 
nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord. 


I believe that it is the duty of nations, as well as 
of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling 
power of God, and to invoke the influence of His Spirit; 
to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sor- 
row, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will 
lead to mercy and pardon. 

I believe that it is meet and right to recognize and 
confess the presence of the Almighty Father equally in 
our triumphs and in those sorrows which we may justly 
fear are the punishment inflicted upon us for our pre- 
sumptuous sins to the needful end of our reformation. 

I believe that the Bible is the best gift which God 
has ever given to men. The teachings of the Saviour of 
the world is communicated to us through this book. 

I believe the will of God prevails. Without Him all 
human reliance is vain. Without the assistance of that 
Divine Being I cannot succeed. With that assistance I 
cannot fail. 

Being a humble instrument in the hands of our 
Heavenly Father, I desire that all my words and acts 
may be according to His will; and that it may be so, I 
give thanks to the Almighty and seek His aid. 

I have a solemn oath registered in heaven to finish 
the work I am in, in full view of my responsibility to 
God, with malice toward none; with charity for all; with 
firmness in the right as God gives me to see the right. © 
I commend those who love me to His care, as I hope in 
their prayers they will commend me.—Abraham Lincoln 
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Power of Christ Working Through Couns People 


(By Rev. Chas. L. Grant, D.D., Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, St. Paul, Minnesota) 


Christ. That statement may be challenged by 

persons in these sad days when so much em- 
phasis is put upon guns, battleships, submarines, bomb- 
ing planes, gas masks, armies and navies. It would ap- 
pear that the really great power is the power of the 
military. 


Oa greatest power in the world is the power of 


From the needless suffering and cruel waste of life 
and property it would seem that we should talk about 
the power of the evil one rather than about the power 
of the Holy One of God. 


The Devil has his big days, but he is not succeed- 
ing in his supreme purpose. His one motive is to make 
men doubt God and lose the sense of God’s guidance in 
the world, to wipe out Christianity. He is failing miser- 
ably in his scheme even though he makes people for the 
moment, concerned about issues that are not related to 
his sinister designs. We believe that there is a power 
in the world that is a thousand times more potent than 
the power behind war. 


We believe that the Power of Christ is supreme. We 
shall consider the Power of Christ to Save, the Power 
of Christ to Solace and the Power of Christ to Serve. 

It is almost useless to talk to Christian young 
peop!e about the Power of Christ to Save. It is like 
carrying coal to Newcastle. You are the best proofs of 
Christ’s power to save, Yet in these days there are many 
who question Christ’s power to save. Therefore, we need 
to have our attention called again to this vital truth. 

We go back in history to the days when Jesus 
walked the earth and we ask how a few fishermen, tax 
gatherers, a doctor and a scholar could have been so 
completely transformed if there wasn’t a miraculous 
power at work. We ask how blasphemers could over 
night become preachers of righteousness, how stone- 
hurlers could be changed into mighty champions of Jesus 
if there wasn’t a power at work that was more than 
human. 

But frequently we hear the challenge that those 
things occurred over 1900 years ago and they don’t con- 
vince us. “All right,’ we say “we will bring you an 
example in these modern days. We wil speak of Afri- 
caner, for instance, an outlaw who was so wild and 
wicked that he was known among the natives as the 
savage lion.” 

No one dared approach his territory north of the 
Orange River among the Hottentots. The natives would 
have been glad to get the $1,000 reward offered to any 
one who would capture Africaner dead or alive but all 
were afraid of him. 


A young. man named Moffat who had come to 
Africa at the age of 21 made up his mind to preach the 
gospel to the Hottentots and contrary to all advice he 
set out on the hard journey of many days through the 
bush to the village of Africaner. 


When Moffat finally arrived there, the blood-thirsty 
chief was astonished at the young mans courage, The 
chief could understand Dutch so Moffat told him that 
he had come to preach and teach among his people. 
Africaner ordered a hut to be built for him and there 
Moffat labored. He had over 100 children in his school. 
Africaner himself came to the services, learned to read 
the Bible and became a Christian. He was a converted 
man and he didn’t fear when Moffat suggested that they 
go to Cape Town and there present themselves to the 
governor. People who didn’t believe in Foreign Missions 
got a change of mind when they saw what the power of 
Christ had accomplished in Africaner. He is only one 
of many who might be held up to the doubters and an 
explanation asked. One astounded man exclaimed when 
he saw Africaner, “O God, what a miracle of Thy gra- 
cious power. Thou canst accomplish anything.” 

Next let us consider the Power of Christ to Solace. 
We don’t know of any power in the world that can still 
the aching heart such as the power of Christ. We read 
of pagans who wrote to their friends not to worry over 
the death of their children, but to remember who they 
were and forget the children. How empty such comfort 
is and how miserable it leaves a person. 

What a different effect Christ has upon the sad 
heart! His very presence heals. Every time we read the 
account of the sadness in the home at Bethany when 
Lazarus died, we are touched. We behold Mary and 
Martha disconsolate. We see a crowd of mourners, pour- 
ing out their hearts in the most doeful whining and no 
one is comforted. Then we see Jesus coming to that 
village and we hear Him tell Martha that her brother 
shall rise again, that He is the Resurrection and the Life 
and she is comforted. We hear Him tell Mary the same 
thing and she is consoled. A strange peace comes over 
the sisters, the wailing ceases and the atmosphere is 
surcharged with confidence and satisfaction. 

Again the challenge may be put to us, “That, too, 
was over 1900 years ago. We want examples in our 
own day!” “Very well,’ we say, “how do you explain 
this? A little over a month ago a man and wife were 
riding in an automobile with several neighbors on the 
way home from a pleasant visit with friends. They 
obeyed every traffic rule, stopped at an intersection for 
the semaphore to turn, when it turned they started out 
and just as they had made the turn, they were run 
down by a drunken driver and the man who had just 
been pensioned by the railroad, was killed. The widow 
seemed comfortless. It was such a cruel thing. She and 
her husband had planned so many grand trips, but now 
it was all cut off. 

You imagine that the widow is now very hard and 
bitter, but no, she is not that at all. The power of Christ 
coming to her through the Word of God has brought her 
a beautiful consolation. She has no desire for revenge, 
but her heart is full of pity for the sinner. She has had 
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real solace as she listened to the promise of Jesus, “Let 
not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe 
also in Me. In my Father’s house are many mansions, | 
go to prepare a place for you that where I am ye may 
be also.” 

Lastly let us note the Power of Christ to Serve. His 
whole life on earth was a life of service. He came not 
to be ministered unto but minister and to give His life 
He commissioned His disciples to 
He left us a great 


a ransom for many. 
be servants, co-workers with Him. 
commission to serve in His name. 

He Himself let no opportunity go by to serve. Even 
when He was very tired and sat down to rest by a well 
in Samaria, He periormed a service to a person who 
was pretty low in the social register and the rec _rd of 
it has been the source of encouragement to thousands 
since that day. As a guest in a house at Capernaum He 
made the visit memorable to the generations following 
by the service He rendered. When the multitudes who 
had been listening intently to His Sermon on the Mount 
were about to depart, He was so concerned about their 
welfare that He multiplied the loaves and fishes and 
even in the very last week, He emphasized the responsi: 
bility of serving by washing the disciples’ feet, bring 
ing out ihat to His followers no service should be menial. 

His power is well illustrated by the success of the 
ones He sent out to serve in His name. They themselves 
were astonished by what they accomplished. 

Jesus communicates His power to His people. His 
promise was not idle when He said, “Lo, I am with you 
alway.” Away back there He could forsee the young 
people of the Luther League of America hearing His 
plea for fruit-bearing and in their zeal for Him erecting 
an administration building at the Andhra Christian Col- 
lege, India, a Luther League Hall at Buenos Aires, a 
Training School at Monte Flores, Puerto Rico, an ad- 
ministration building at the Lutheran Theological Semin- 
ary, Tokyo, Japan, rasing the money for a Lutheran 
center at Tsingtao, China, handing over a check in the 
amount of $12,000 for a medical center at Konnarock, 
Virginia, and all as extras, besides the continuous testi- 
mony in the lcecal Churches to which they belong. They 
agree with Splicianus who lived in the days of Augustine. 
There was a young man named Victorinous who came to 
Splicianus saying that he was a Christian. “Never,” said 
Splicianus, “will I believe this until I have seen thee in 
Christ’s Church.’ “Do walls make the Christian then?” 
inquired Victorinous. “No,” was the reply, “the Church 
is much more than walls, but a Christian acknowledges 
his brotherhood with all who have been redeemed by 
Christ. Thus he makes public confession of an inward 
conviction.” 

We would add the Christian heeds the Lord’s in- 
junction “to bring forth fruit.” He has the promise that 
his fruit shall abide. It is one of the deep joys of life 
to know that you, young people, are not wasting your 
time, you are building into an eternal fabric. The ter- 
rible conditions in the world might tempt you to falter, 
but always bear in mind that upon Christ who died and 
rose again is the Father’s mark of approval. “This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye 
Him.” As you hear Him you desire to bear fruit and 
the conviction grows that Christ is working in you and 
through you and that your labor is not in vain. 
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CANADA IN 1941 
“Canada is calling you. Come to Kitchener, Waterloo” 


This is the slogan adopted by the committee ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for the entertainment of 
the Twenty-third Biennial Convention of The Luther 
League of America in July 1941. Members of the gen- 
eral committee are: Chairman, John H. Lauman, Kitch- 
ener; Secretary, Helen E. VanDeventer, Hamilton; Fi- 
nance, Harry Stockfish, Preston; Housing, Florence 
Weicker, Kitchener; Publicity, Rev. Norman Berner, 
Brantford; Local Arrangements, Ralph Buschert, Water- 
loo; Adviser, Rev. Karl Knauff, Heidelberg. 


lf offices held and conventions attended means any- 
thing, then this committee has what it takes to put a 
convention over. Chairman Lauman is President of the 
Luther League of Canada, First Vice-President of The 
Luther League of America, and has been to four con- 
ventions—Reading, Charleston, Springfeld and Long 
Beach. Miss VanDeventer has three conventions to her 
credit and is Recording Secretary of the Luther League 
of Canada. Harry Stockfish is a former Vice-President 
and Treasurer of the Luther League of Canada. Miss 
Weicker is Life Service Secretary and headed the “On 
To California” Committee last summer. Rev. Berner’s 
convention record dates back to Reading in 1931. He 
has served as Vice-President and is now Publicity Di- 
rector for the Luther League of Canada. Ralph Buschert 
is the present Vice-President Rev. Knauff can also re- 
call Reading. He is General Secretary of the Canadian 
League. 


Plans are progressing satisfactorily and the general 
committee will soon make announcement of the various 
sub-committees to help with the many details to be 
arranged. 

Canada Is Calling 

Flash! Clarence L. Neun of Rochester, N. Y., has 
already registered. He’s been up to look over the “lay 
of the land” with the view of publicizing New York for 
1943. 

NORMAN BERNER 


THE CHURCH COMMITTEE FOR 
China Relies 


A Service for Worship for Young People and a 
One-Act Play of China Today, 


Dawn In The West 


(Copies supplied free for performances in the in- 
terest of this Committee. Otherwise, 
25 cents a copy.) 


Send to 
Church Committee for Relief 
105 E. 22nd Street New York City 
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TISN'T Ure THT MATTERS 


(By E. F. STERZ) 


“T will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me!’? —Genesis 32:26 


It’s a very brief prayer, expressed in simplest 
words. In fact, it’s almost like the pleading of a little 
child, afraid in the dark and stretching out small fingers 
to clutch mother’s arm, “Please, do not leave me alone.” 
Not that it is the prayer of mere fear or desire of es- 
cape. For it is the prayer of a man who had endured 
the hardships of servitude in a strange land for twenty 
and more years, one who is on intimate terms with the 
horrors of the desert and the dangers that lurk in the 
dark, the prayer of a man whose name is borne down 
the ages by a race that has inherited more than its 
share of his natural pride and self-assertiveness. But 
haughtiness and self-certainty had all gone out of 
Jacob when he prayed thus, and,—yes—he was like an 
infant crying out in the night for some consoling presence. 

How often the pages of the old Bible seem to trem- 
ble with some arresting cry such as this—the brief, 
heart-wrung prayer of one who has arrived at the end 
of all human devices, one who has no strength left ex- 
cept to grasp hold of a strange Presence in the dark: 
“T will not let Thee go!”—flinging toward heaven the 
throes of a soul that has outworn all wisdom except this, 


“Other helpers have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee!” 


There is dauntless Moses on his face before Jehovah 
in the mount, prostrated by the burden of his people’s 
great transgression: “Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive 
their sin—and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy 
book which Thou hast written!” There is Jeremiah, per- 
plexed by derision and mockery, speaking to his God 
with childlike candor: “Thou art stronger than I, and 
hast prevailed!” Nehemiah’s prayer is briefer yet: “Re- 
member me, O my God, for good!” And righteous Job: 
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him!” A help- 
less, tormented father appeals to Jesus that his son may 
be restored, and his prayer has been taken up by un- 
counted helpless ones through the centuries: “I believe; 
help Thou mine unbelief.” Simon Peter, all his cock- 
sureness faded away before the compelling majesty of 
his Lord, falls on his knees with the instinctive prayer: 
“Depart from me: for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Then 
—Calvary, with the prayers of the Father’s only-begotten 
Son piercing the thick mantle of darkness and sin! 


These and many others in the Book are prayers that 
utter in broken, throbbing phrases the experience of 
souls that have come to grips with the hidden meaning 
of life as they caught its revelation in some night of 
struggle. Who can hear those words of Jacob and not 
imagine the setting of the familiar story, set down in 
the records of a nation’s birth? We think of the pre- 
cipitous crossing at the ford on the border of the Prom- 
ised Land as Jacob’s company passes over the stream 
while he lingers behind in the shadows of the falling 
night. Below him the dark torrent surges through its 
narrow ravine and somewhere beyond its waters on the 
morrow he must meet the brother whom he wronged in 


earlier days. His brother, he knows, is coming toward 
him with a host of armed servants. With the shades of 
night come the haunting memories of a past in which 
self had always been uppermost, in which craftiness and 
desire had beaten down every barrier, in which Jacob 
had always had his way in the end. And should it not 
always be thus? Would he not always see himself as the 
favored of his home and his God, successful in the 
achievement of every cherished plan of his heart? 


But even that day, as the news of his brother’s ad- 
vancing host had reached his ears, he felt himself strange- 
ly brought face to face with an unseen Majesty, before 
whose face he prayed: “I am not worthy of the least 
of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast 
shewed unto Thy servant.” And new as the dark lurked 
to envelope his very soul, Jacob became aware of the 
presence of one who seemed to throw against him the 
force of righteous judgment for all his misspent strivings. 
There begins a lonely struggle with the stranger into 
which Jacob flings all the energy oi his eager self. With 
agonizing grip and straining muscles he wrestles, sensing 
that this struggle involves the very issue of his future. 
And even as he battles, there comes to him the reveal- 
ing discovery that this stranger who came to him as a 
foe, blocking his path, forbidding every carefully-laid 
scheme, is a friend. Yes, the friend whom he needs above 
all others, the one who can liit from him the lsad he 
has been dragging all the years of his wanderings, the 
load of his old, overreaching self. 

And with this realization a new surge of desire en- 
ters into his fibre and a new strength flows through the 
tired muscles. With the grip of one on the edge of a 
precipice he holds on with the cry from his fastbeating 
heart: “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me!” 
And as at last the first beams of dawn glow over the 
distant hills, he comes down from the mount, a crippled 
man limping on a wrenched thigh, but with a new name 
on his brow: Israel, a prince with God. And with his 
old name, he leaves his old self, his ambitions and 
schemes behind, to face a new day.—What a story to 
write into the annals of a nation that was to bear that 
“new name!” Would that the sufferings of Jacob’s sons 
in our day open their eyes to see in the God of Judg- 
ment the face of the Christ of Calvary, that many of 
them might cry: “I will not let Thee go, except Thou 
bless me!” 


But what of us, who number ourselves with the 
spiritual children of the new Israel? Are there not 
many wrongs of selfishness and pride that confront the 
Christians of today to indite them of a misspent past? 
The face of our brother is against us here and in other 
lands. Schemes and bribes, programs and resolutions 
can not save Christianity from the threat of commun- 
ism and other anti-Christian forces. It is only as we 
recognize that ours is a day when Christianity is on trial 
that we realize the import of swiftly-moving events. God 
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is standing before us, demanding that we cleanse our- 
selves of self and arrogance, that we become new men 
and women before we can go forward to the fulfillment 
of the purpose to which He has called His Church. 

This is what matters today. In his novel, “Fortitude,” 
the author, Hugh Walpole, begins with this, the key- 
note of his book: “’Tisn’t life that matters, ’Tis the 
courage you bring to it.” And in Jacob’s instance all 
the wisdom that he had learned from life was finally 
gathered up in those revealing words of courage: “I will 
not let Thee go.” 

That courage had come to him in the lonely struggle 
with the stranger, when he discovered behind his foe 
the strength and the pity and understanding that he 
needed. Someone has said: “It is in and through the 
grace of Jesus Christ that we discover the God who has 
come out to meet us, sinners as we are, not in wrath 
but in holy love.” And when Philip Brooks, the great 
preacher of Christ’s Gospel in Boston, was asked the 
secret of his powerful testimony he answered: “Less and 
less, I think, grows the consciousness of seeking God. 
Greater and greater grows the certainty that He is 
seeking us and giving Himself to us according to the 
complete measure of our present capacity.” 

Hosea, commenting on the struggle of Jacob at 
Peniel says: “By his strength he had power with God; 
yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept 
and made supplication unto him.—Therefore turn thou to 
thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy 
God continually.” For Christianity does not mean es- 
cape from the stern realities of existence, but, facing the 
inevitable, to meet it with a strong, glad grip on Him 
who is waiting to bless us.—Canadian Lutheran. 


“WHAT IS THE CHURCH’S GREATEST 
NEED TODAY?” 


A feature of unique interest included in the 1939 
Year Book for Lutherans in the Pacific Northwest is a 
symposium of opinion received from twenty-eight rep- 
resentative Lutheran leaders concerning the question, 
“What is the Church’s Greatest Need Today?” Among 
these responses we find statements that the Church’s 
supreme need is: 

“Bolder, clearer and more emphatic testimony that 
the Bible, the whole Bible and nothing but the Bible is 
the Word of God.” 

“To be rid of its fears.” 


“The need for personal, vital trust, love and loyalty 
toward God.” 


“A strong witnessing for the truth.” 
“To become more Christ-conscious.” 
“A united Lutheranism.” 


“Cooperation in order that we may present a united 
front against the common enemy.” 

“To gain in greater amount the confidence of her 
own people and of the unchurched world.” 

“A full, free and clear message of law and Gospel as 
preached by Jesus Christ.” 


“To be the kind of a Church that Jesus Christ in- 
stituted and which He still wants.” 


“A spiritual awakening.” 
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“Greater trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in His 
words and promises.” 

“Development in spiritual vigor and strength and 
thereby also deveolpment in zeal to keep the members of 
the Church in the living faith as well as converting others 
to the faith.” 

“A membership that has an earnest compassion for 
souls.” 

“Increased spiritual power.” 

“To do the work Jesus, its founder, gave it to do.’ 

“Yo teach, preach and to baptize.” 

“To keep the doctrine pure.” 

“More spiritual life and less ceremonial life. 

More spiritual revival and less hallelujah revival. 

More reading of the Bible and less of the press. 

More prayer meetings and less club meetings. 

More soul-winners than dollar-winners. 

More Christian homes than home shelters. 

More home-builders and less home-destroyers. 

More parents to go with their children to Church 
instead of sending them to Church. 

More educating the heart than the mind. 

More living faith in God than doubt. 

More union of spirit than splitting up. 

More of Christ and less of self.” 

“More man-power, young man-power.” 

Less can’t and more sincerity; better sermonizers 
and poorer golfers; better Church attenders and poor 
skiers; more familiar characters in the Bible and less on 
the screen; more seeking after spiritual power and less 
after political; more chancel and less kitchen; more 
paten and chalice and less cup and platter; more pray- 
ing in the closet and less prating in convention; more ad- 
vertising in deeds and less by radio; in short, more 
hunger and thirst after righteousness.” 

“A positive personal living faith in the hearts of its 
members.” 


“Being for Christ rather than against His enemies.” 


“Men and women who lead consecrated Christian 
lives.” 


THE WINNERS 
The winners of the Intermediate Read- 
ing Course Essay Contest will be announced 
in the March issue of the “Luther League 
Review.” 


FOR BETTER DEVOTIONALS 


sesin QUARTERLY 


Intermediate Quarterly Helps 


Write for Sample Copies 
The Luther League of America 
Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Financial Reports 


Listen, all of you fellow Luther Leaguers, can you im- 
agine us Luther Leaguers letting each other down? Well, I 
should say not! So the majority of our State or Synodical 
Leagues came through with 100% Dues and Sustaining 
Membership quotas in 1939. 
iain to all of you for your financial support during 


Let us strive to make 1940 a banner year. 


1939 DUES REPORT 
December 31, 1939 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
15—Northern California .. $27.00 $27.00 $4.50 $4.50 
23—Southern California .. 91.25 91.25 10.00 10.00 
10—Columbia District .... 37.50 37.50 2.50 2.50 
12—Connecticut ......... 61.25 61.25 12.80 12.80 
4—Florida ............-.. 31.00 31.00 2.80 2.80 
20—Georgia-Alabama .... 77.50 77.50 9.90 9.90 
21—Illinois  ...........-. 199.50 224.50 35.00 35.00 
11—Indiana ............. 105.00 105.00 11.30 11.30 
PTO WaArr arseveisinte el cisianarsivicie 75.00 75.00 12.50 12,50 
LS——-KARSAS Me sere iis: aie nereinicle 83.75 83.75 5.00 5.00 
14—Kentucky-Tennessee .. 42.75 42.75 1.00 1.00 
6—Maryland ............ 317.00 317.00 42.00 42.00 
27—Michigan ........... 75.25 75.25 11.20 11.20 
8—Midwest ..... esaieve(s) «jeer 81.75 81.75 
22—Minnesota .......... 70.00 70.00 12.50 12.50 
Mississippi pete sternisrslavevee lars 16.50 10.25 
17—Nebraska  oi.c.e0 ces 61.25 61.25 8.60 8.60 
2—New Jersey .......... 117.50 117.50 35.00 35.00 
NewmeCorle: co se tecremeniys 437.50 218.76 114.70 57.36 
25—North Carolina= ic... 669.50 669.50 84.20 84.20 
16—Ohio ato glelaaie/aterels wwii 337.25 337.25 22.50 22.50 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 48.50 48.50 5.50 5.50 
24—Pennsylvania ........ 2,212.75 2,212.75 226.60 226.60 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... 25.00 25.00 3.00 3.00 
7—South Carolina ....... 389.00 389.00 36.90 36.90 
Texas itp itt teene eee sees 108.00 21,93 7.40 4.50 
19—Virginia ........ B 306.25 306.25 20.00 20.00 
13—West Virginia C 32.50 32.50 4.00 4.00 
; 9—Wisconsin ............ 49.00 49.00 11.80 11.80 
Canadate. epics. Cosactod aie 75.15 


$6,186.00 $5,975.09 $753.20 $692.96 


AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
December 31, 1939 


Paid 

League Quota Senior Inter. 
Northern California ......... aieee 1990.00 
Southern) Calitornia ..0c:0sl0 ses 150.00 
Columbia “District 6 oi. oo co.e ssn ole 65.00 
GConnecticutaemiesrctssiereleles/clas</ei<sce 100.00 
WOOT aters eects eatetereteteraieres 50.00 
Georgia-Alabama een O00 
MVINI@aS aero erarvietstere levels sieivin asia tee 330.00 
Endianaw src ccrveleiors picistee ivi ele'sie'ciess 175.00 $25.00 
Vas aitessleloteystolslctsietsis stale etoteis o\siaicte 125.00 
GES GL sodudoondudugodudoudu0 140.00 “lef ees} 
Kentucky-Tennessee  ......-++e- 70.00 
Marva nic amraicietsters tetas ictal clestnisssvelelers 520.00 10.25 
Michigan’ aicisc se crcieis aise Sralctetsicteys 125.00 2.00 
IMUich wes Duleiefelelofercinlelereietsisiers sieletspeleys 135.00 
Minnesota cciisc ccc vivir cs cies cies s 115.00 
MIGSISS#DPilemialarsey oteletoretetovalclelotaretereys's 30.00 
WNebraskartercils ccfeslataisielais(ortiefo sire 100.00 
INS? GI, cAgsddandeaduodoatas 195.00 30.15 22.43 
PhS, gah Good se ey Ori SOt ROOM 720.00 
North Carolina tiecies wjciteiacieienicr: 1,100.00 
Sy HOU SEBHURHASCDO SAO SOO Hor 555.00 50.00 
Pacific Northwest .............. 90.00 
Pennsylvanian ac eiecsiswclsiel etre wiacte 3,630.00 12.83 
Rocky) Mountain ets sais. o)atelsiststereiet one 40.00 
South i@aroling: ceieosu ew siasieretsias ets 640.00 
PeRaS so tiara nisiciees vie feiaietn oxerale Car ater 4 4,00 
Virginia rteraielohsioc' 1.00 
West Virginia .... 4 
MWUSCONSINI wateehetetersieleletelcieteisierelateraters g 40.00 
Intermediate Rally ........-00.0: 7.00 
Canaday Civieieielere.c:«iclsicjecorewwieiainie visiele 3.00 


$10,200.00 $249.98 $29.43 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to December 31, 1939 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
5—Nor. California. $25.00 $30.00 $25.00 $5.00 
Southern California 60.00 38.00 10.00 $18.00 10.00 
Columbia District. . 25.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
Connecticut .....- 35.00 25.00 15.00 10.00 
Pilorid aye ctetsretersisisoiere 20.00 18.00 5.00 3.00 10.00 
Georgia-Alabama .. 55.00 50.00 25.00 5.00 20.00 
WO “Geochdwhaca 150.00 35.00 15.00 20.00 
Indiana, “cies o0 50s 65.00 27.00 10.00 17.00 
6—Iowa .. ....+--- $0.00 54.56 4.00 50.56 
7—Kansas_....... 70.00 75.00 §7.52 7.48 10.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
4—Maryland ..... 220.00 227.00 130.00 42.00 55.00 
Michigan” <2... 40.00 28.00 27.00 1.00 
Midwest .......--- 40.00 10.00 10.00 
Minnesota .......- 50.00 13.00 10.00 3.00 
Mississippi ....... 10.00 2.00 
Nebraska © ..s 000. 55.00 12.00 5.00 2.00 5.00 
1—New Jersey ..- 90.00 123,00 60.00 48.00 15.00 
8—New York .... 325.00 348.75 170.25 93.50 85.00 
North Carolina ... 370.00 131.10 90.00 26.10 15.00 
(Olittey Gane opunoooUn 230.00 113.00 61.00 20.00 32.00 
3—Pac. Northwest. 25.00 31.00 30.00 1.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,450.00 1,371.30 491.00 373.00 507.30 
2—Rocky Mountain 15.00 18.50 5.00 13.50 
South Carolina ... 260.00 247.14 179.14 58.00 10.00 
OWS eC Gooncda maton 60.00 13,00 5.00 3.00 5.00 
WhiegiQel Gongmonooo 250.00 229.00 151.00 63.00 15.00 
West Virginia .... 35.00 12.00 5.00 2.00 5.00 
Wisconsin) 2.02... « 35.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Canada eis ste ier> « 9.00 5.00 4.00 
SPecialin eis stele were elers 70.01 15.00 4.00 51.01 
$3,376.36 $1,606.91 $833.58 $935.87 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


December, 1939 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 2 
Nels Jensen 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 22 


Luther League of the District of Southern California 


Rev. James Beasom 
Mrs. James Beasom 
George E. Steffens 

Mrs. George E. Steffens 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 5 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 
FLORIDA, total 6 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 13 
Rev. G. F. Hart 


Herbert E. Heidt, Memorialized by Georgia-Alabama Synodical 


Luther League 


Georgia-Alabama Synodical Luther League 


ILLINOIS, total 18 


Charles Schroeder, Jr., by North Austin Senior Luther League, 


Chicago 
Robert Salzgeber 
Charles Schroeder, Jr. 
Mrs. Marie Buch 
Mrs. Hilda H. Sorensen 


INDIANA, total 12 
IIOWA, total 11 


KANSAS, total 12 
Rev. John A. McCulloch, D.D. 


Luther League of Kansas and Adjacent States 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 75 


MICHIGAN, total 5 
Bethel Luther League, Detroit 
Mrs. H. E. Schildroth 


MIDWEST, total 2 
MINNESOTA, total 5 


Reformation Intermediate Luther League, St. Paul 
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MISSISSIPPI, total 1 
Miss Mary Shanks 


NEBRASKA, total 4 
NEW JERSEY, total 63 


NEW YORK, total 130 
Mohawk Valley District Luther League 
Rev. Erwin L. Tucker, Memorialized by St. 
League, Verona 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Verona 
Edna Bates 
Mildred Zurbrugg 
George Swarmer 
Mildred J. Agne 
Daniel S. Agne 
Walter K. Agne 
Lewis G. Agne 
Florence K, Agne 
Albert Dam 
Leslie Martin 
John Schallenberg 
Parkside Luther League, Buffalo 


NORTH CAROLINA, 
Everette Lippard 
Rev. F. L. Conrad 
St. Stephen’s Senior Luther League, Hickory 
Southern District Luther League 


OHIO, total 30 
Marie Beck 
John A. Beck 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 7 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 521 
Grace Senior Luther League, 
Dr. Chester S. Simonton 
Miss Dorcas R, Miller 
Nellie Thatcher, Memorialized by St. Mark’s, York 
Executive Committee Members, by York District Luther League 
Rev. Herbert G. Kline, By York District Luther League 
Earl Bricker 
Rev. Carl R. Simon, By Union Luther League, York 
Deana Erb 
St. John’s Luther League, Coplay 
Sister Edith Baden, By Grace Luther League, Reading 
Lucien C. Peeling, Memorialized by Christ Luther League, York 
Christ Luther League, Conyngham 
James L. Hendrickson 
Dinkey Memorial Luther League, Ashfield 
Rev. John E. Youse 
Martha Lengel 
Mrs. C. L. Warner, By Advent Luther League, York 
Rev. O. C. Dean, D.D., Memorialized by St. Paul’s, Hanover 
Mrs. Kenneth W. Dry 
Walter Rickert 
Mary Trent, By Moxham Luther League, Johnstown 
Zion Luther League, Nesquehoning 
Thomas Senseman 
C. W. Fuhr 
Christ Luther League, Conyngham 
June Kunkel 
Mabel Trout 
Mrs. Arthur P. Snyder 
Rey. Francis Shearer 
Ben Salem Luther League, Andreas 
Anna E. Kemmerling 
Marjorie M. Miller 
Mrs. Ira Frankenfield 
Rev. Ira Frankenfield 
St. John’s Luther League, Ashland 
Mrs. R. E. Kramer 
Stella DeFrehn, By Christ Luther League, Mahanoy City 
John George Kurzenknabe 
Mrs. Emma Gusky Kuurzenknabe 
Charles E. Kurzenknabe 
Mrs. Charles E. Kurzenknabe 
Mrs. Harry J. Kurzenknabe 
Newton Bossler 
John A. Fries 
Ralph D. Guyer 
August Heist 
William Hanmer 
LeRoy Lingle 
Mary E. Asper 
Parke Baker 
John George Kurzenknabe, II 
Catherine Elizabeth Kurzenknabe 
Musser D. White, Jr. 

Master Kenneth Godfrey Dry 


Peter’s Luther 


total 46 


Lancaster 
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Miriam Miller 

Bernard Pond 

Madlyn M. Hill 

Ada Margaret Kommel 

Howard Hastedt 

Phyllis Hastedt 

York District Luther League 

Russell E. Thompson, By St. Matthew’s Senior Luther League, 
York , 

L. R. Hobaugh, By St. Matthew’s Senior Luther League, York 

The Luther League of The Central Pennsylvania Synod 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 9 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 87 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Gilbert 
Emanuel Luther League, West Columbia 
Mrs. Lottie Burton 
Harrison Edwards 
Cecile Steel 
Rev. K. W. Kinard 
Margaret Wyse 
Mary Blackburn 
Bernard Caughman 
Marguerite Cannon 
Nell West 
James Dickert 


TEXAS, total 5 


VIRGINIA, total 96 
Interested Friends of the Virginia Synod Luther League 
A. W. Bischoff 
Hely Trinity Luther League, Wytheville 
Virginia Umberger 
Bethel Luther League,( Manassas 
Mrs. J. F. Eason 
Redeemer Luther League, Bristol, Tennessee 
Hazel Richardson 
Wheatland Luther League, Buchanan 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Opequon 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 


‘Ln Memariam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 

— Whittier 


—_ 
—— 


mn 


Iemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 
Herbert E. Heidt 
Memorialized by Georgia-Alabama Synodical Luther League 


Rey. Erwin L. Tucker 
Memorialized by St. Peter’s Luther League, Verona, N. Y- 


Nellie Thatcher 
Memorialized by York District Luther League 


Lucien C. Peeling 
Memorialized by Christ Luther League, York, Pa. 


Rev. O. C. Deen, D.D. 
Memorialized by St. Paul’s Luther League, Hanover, Pa. 
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News From 


CONNECTICUT 


34th Annual Convention, Consecticut State Luther League, 
at Manchester, Connecticut, October 14, 15, 1939 


Theme: “Counting for Christ” 
Text: “Ye are the Light of the World’’-—Matthew 5:14. 


Saturday, October 14 
Approximate!y 200 Leaguers were registered for the convention. 


Opening Devotions were conducted by the convention chaplain, 
Rev. H. D. Dichsen, of Hartford. 


President Herbert Pinter presided at the business sessions. 


Very fine reports were presented by Leaguers who had attended 
the National Convention in July of 1939, the Pinecrest Leadership 
Training School, the Silver Bay Summer School and the Northfield 
Missionary Conference. 


The Senior Luther League of St. Paul's Church of Middletown, 
was accepted into membership in the Connecticut State Luther 
League. 


An Extensi-n Committee, appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee, has as its goal the organization of a Luther Leazue in every 
congregation of the Conference. 


The election of officers for the year 1940 resulted as follows: 
President, Miss Gladys Gritz, Meriden; Vice-President, Mr. Oscar 
Seibart, Bridgeport; Recording Secretary, Miss Helen Demko, 
Manchester; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Louise Flechtner, Meri- 
den; Treasurer, Mr. Murray Crouse; Archivist, Miss Ida Zech, 
Waterbury. 


Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, President cf The Luther League of 
America, was the main speaker at the banquet which was held Satur- 
day evening. A very fine program had been prepared by the local 
convention committee. 


Sunday, October 15 


The Sunday Morning Communion Service was very well at- 
tended by Leaguers and members of the local congregation and Rev. 
John A. Kirsch of Oswego, N. Y., delivered a mst inspirational 
sermon. 


The Sunday afternoon session was given over to presentations 
by John George Kurzenknabe and Alvin H. Schaediger. Both mes- 
sages were very well received by the Leaguers present. 


An Achievement Program award was presented to Waterbury 
Luther League for having gained the highest number of points 
during the past year. 


Rey. H. D. Dichsen was the preacher at the Sunday Evening 
‘Service, and his sermon was most appropriate for the Candlelight 
Installation Service which followed immediately. The officers were 


installed by the retiring National Luther League President, John 
George Kurzenknabe. 


The 1940 Convention will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Bridgeport. 
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Cll Chround 


NEW JERSEY 


Blame it on Santa Claus! 

Haven’t you heard .... ? No? Neither did we! And it 
must have been that our “news correspondents” were lost in the 
Christmas rush or somethin’, Only half of them responded with 
their monthly “‘epistle!’’ 

From Trenton District we learn of their next Rally which will 
at this reading, have been held in Christ Lutheran Church on Janu- 
ary 18th. The speaker of the evening was Rev. Roy L. Yund, popu- 
lar Westville pastor, who once was a Missionary to Liberia. His 
topic, “Life and Work in the Jungles of Africa,” featured a mis- 
sionary program which materialized in the lifting of a special offer- 
ing for the League’s Liberia project. 

Items from the Shore District center pretty much in the busy 
little Red Bank parish. It was here in November that the last 
reported Rally was held at which plans were made to begin publica- 
tion of a District paper in January. It was this League that held 
a Christmas Party, with the exchange of gifts, on December 12th. 
It was this League that supplied the “‘meat’’ for the baskets dis- 
tributed in the town on the occasion of Thanksgiving. And it was 
in this Church on December 24th that wedding bells rang out for 
Virginia Asay and John Lugrenen—the first such nuptials to be 
held in this recently-dedicated sanctuary. 


Down in the Southern District where anxiety waxes stronger 
by the day, things are still “humming” in the customary ‘‘Skeeter”’ 
fashion. A fine Candlelight Service featurel the December Rally 
in Grace Church, Camden, with that Church’s talented choir in 
charge. A Swim Party will start the New Year off with a “splash” 
and then a bit later in the first month a Missionary Rally is sched- 
uled and Liberia will be promoted. 

Bergen District has gone “publicity minded,” too, and while 
they already have had a bulletin (and a good one at that) they 
are now ready to enlist in the national exchange of League bulle- 
tins. Pastor Yund of Westville, will address the next Rally to be 
held in Teaneck on Fe>ruary 20th, presumably on the same qualified 
Liberia theme and with the accompanying relics and souvenirs which 
he brings by the ‘‘trunkful!’’ Genial George Lawton has been 
nominated again for President. 


We'll be back in a ‘“‘flash” with a ‘‘flash’? and beg to remain 
your New Jersey correspondent who contends that all Leaguers 
would best attend to the Word of God as well as the Work of God! 


EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Secretary 


NEW YORK 


Oh, the ‘““ACNY Bug’ll” bitecha, if ya don’t watch out! 

Thus the Luther Leaguers of New York State greet you in this 
new year of 1940 and instead of saying two years from now, we 
can say “next year, 1941, at Kitchener, we’re going to invite you 
to come to New York State in 1943 and help us celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary and your 24th Biennial Convention.” So, we hope that 
infectious ACNY Bug has gotten around your way. But let’s pro- 
nounce it first and name it later because although we want you to 
catch our ACNY fever, we want to make sure it’s something you 
won’t be afraid of catching. Altogether now: AC-NY, with the “‘y” 
long as in “my.’”? And now that this month’s lesson in etymology 
and spelling is over, let’s turn to our State League news which is 
mostly about our Fourth Annual Unity Dinner because during the 


Connecticut State League Convention held at Manchester, Connecticut, October 14, 15, 1939 
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past month and a half all Districts were busily engaged in its 
preparation and their zeal is shown in the splendid results. 


Fourth Annual Unity Dinner 


For the fourth successive year, Luther Leaguers throughout 
New York State’s eleven districts gathered to observe on Tuesday 
evening, November 28th, their solidarity and oneness of purpose as 
the Youth of the Lutheran Church. 


All Districts reported a fine program and increased attendances 
over previous years which is a tribute to the diligent direction of the 
State Chairman, Albert Roeper of Long Island District, and the 
faithful following of the individual District chairmen. 


The theme of the Unity Dinner, “Beyond the Horizon,” was 
divided into three parts: “The Present—What the Past Has Given 
Us,” ‘Looking Toward the Horizon—Where Is the Luther League 
Heading?” and “Beyond the Horizon—The Ideal Luther League.” 


The unique program which was carried out by all Districts in- 
cluded dinner with fellowship singing, greetings from the State 
President and from other Districts, the discussion of the theme’s 
three parts, a social hour and the ever-inspirational Fellowship 
Circle closing. 

Western District Leaguers gathered at the Statler Restaurant, 
Buffalo. Attendance was 106, much greater than last year. The 
speakers were Edward Petit, Robert Osthoff (an Intermediate) and 
Jeannette Kapka. These speakers afforded much information for use 
in League work. 

Eastern District, in line with past practice, held a Unity Rally. 
The attendance was 165, largest ever enjoyed. The three speakers, 
two, seniors and an Intermediate, were splendid. As part of the 
program, the entertaining League presented a one-act comedy. The 
evening was closed with the Fellowship Circle. 


Westchester District held its Dinner in St. 
Church, Mount Vernon. 45 were in attendance. Rev. Wm. Horn 
was the only speaker of the evening. Using the theme, ‘Beyond the 
Horizon,” he said that our characteristics for forward vision should 
be Daring, Balance and Vision. 


New York City, Brooklyn and Long Island Districts held 
a joint Dinner at Holy Trinity Church, New York City. 145 
Leaguers were present. The speakers were Miss Mary McDonald 
(NYC), William Stone (Brooklyn), and Dan Lehmann (L. I.). 
The speeches were very well presented and worthwhile. Speaker 
Lehmann took the Leaguers for a trip on the Sandman Special to 
a State Convention and a Unity Dinner in 1960, a talk that proved 
the “hit” of the evening. 

Genesee Valley District Leaguers, 135 strong, gathered at Grace 
Church, Rochester, for the bkest-attended, most-enjoyed Unity Din- 
ner ever held. From invocation to deeply inspirational Fellowship 
Closing Circle all present entered most responsively and delightedly 
into the program. The three speakers, Milton Arndt, Wesley A. 
Jackling and Rev. Erich O. Brandt, gave interesting and informative 
talks, stressing our allegiance to the District, State and National 
Leagues; the program of the Luther League and the need for a 
greater consecration of Leaguers in Life Service. The social hour, 
under the direction of Warren A. Rogers, proved to be a shining 
part in a glittering program. 

Other Districts at this early writing have not reported. How- 
ever, from all indications, their Unity Dinners were quite as suc- 
cessful, pointing to a truly worthwhile evening in the rallying of 
the Youth of our Lutheran Church. 


Rhinebeck District 
Many of the Leaguers in the District are working on the 
various committees and plans are well under way for the coming 
State Convention to be held in Poughkeepsie on May 24, 25 and 
26. Funds are being received from individuals and Leagues towards 
the expense of the Convention. 


Paul’s Lutheran 
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The Fally Rally was held in Ancram. Rev. Alfred Weitz, An- 
cram, conducted the Vesper Service and Rev. Hansen, member of 
the Board of Missions of the U. L. C. A., presented the message of 
the evening. After his splendid address the Leaguers retired to 
the Parish Hall where a supper was served by the Ancram Leaguers. 
The attendance banner was awarded to Chatham. 


The first of the “Flying Squadron” or Group Conferences was 
held in Churchtown on November 10th, with 62 present. Rev. 
Lester Houghtaling, Churchtown, conducted the Vesper Service, 
with the scripture lesson, Philippians 4:13. He spoke briefly on how 
Christ can help us and also called attention to the results of homes 
and mations who thought they could be without Christ. The pur- 
pose of the meeting was to present the Luther League work, through 
the Secretaries. The following spoke: Educational Secretary, Rev. 
Houghtaling; Life Service Secretary, Rev. Agnew; Intermediate 
Secretary, Mrs. Alfred Weitz. Pastor Weitz spoke on recreation and 
conducted gemes, 


New York State Leaguers are reminded not to forget to send 
in their one dollar Convention registration fee early so that they 
may belong to the ‘100 Club.” 

HELEN I. CURRY 


another month. But we seem to have 
Oh, yes, we bet you. want to 
here it is! ACNY—AFTER 


Thus we leave you for 
forgotten something. What is it? 
know what ACNY means. Well, 
CANADA, NEW YORK! 

CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary, 
Luther League of New York State 


MIDWEST SYNOD CONVENTION 


The convention opened with an evening communion service, 
when approximately 150 Luther Leaguers went to the Lord’s Table. 
Rev. E. Thomas of Gretna, Nebraska, delivered a fine sermon on 
the convention theme which was the fourth petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Rev. H. Knaub of Win- 
side, Nebraska, served as Liturgist. 


On the following morning, after a short devotional conducted 
by Rev. H. Welchert, Sr., host pastor, the Vice-President, Melvin 
Von Seggern of Scribner, Nebraska, formally opened the business 
sessions of the convention. The various reports given by the secre- 
taries proved encouraging and disclosed the fact that Luther League 
activities had been increased during the year. The Luther League 
of Cedar Creek, Rev. A. Lentz, pastor, was accepted into member- 
ship. Two interesting papers in harmony with the convention theme 
were given by Leaguers. Miss Helen Harder, missionary from Japany 
addressed the convention and presented to them a block and gavel 
for use at future convention sessions. 


That evening the entire convention motored out to one of nor- 
thern Nebraska’s timbers and enjoyed a wiener roast. On their re- 
turn, an interesting program awaited them, held in the high school 
auditorium. The program was composed of numbers arranged and 
given by individual Leagues. The last number on the program was 
a one-act play entitled, ‘‘The Governor’s Shoes,’? presented by the 
St. Paul’s Luther League of Emerson. 


The next day the convention again began with a short devo- 
tional. High-lights of the last session were as follows: 


Officers elected for the coming year are: President, Melvin Von 
Seggern, Scribner, Nebraska; Vice-President, Lawrence Meyer, 
Hooper, Nebraska; Recording Secertary, Elenora Grefe, Lanham, 
Nebraska; Corresponding Secretary, Arlene Utemark, Emerson, Ne- 
braska; Treasurer, Levon Spath, Scribner, Nebraska, 


The goals suggested by the Luther League of America were in- 
cluded in the set of goals which had formerly been set up. 


Banners were presented to St. John’s Luther- League of Schuyler 
and to St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther League of Hooper for having 
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obtained the highest rating toward the achievement of these goals. 
The newly-elected officers were installed by Rev. H. Welchert, Sr., 
and all the Leaguers returned to their respective homes with new 
zeal for Luther League work. 


Registration showed 204 Luther Leaguers present. The three 
Leagues traveling the greatest number of miles arrived in a truck 
which was decorated with banners and interesting signs. These 
Leagues came from Lanham and Diller. To travel 200 miles in a 
truck showed determination on the part of these truck riders to at- 
tend the annual convention of the Luther League. 


The Midwest Luther League was the eighth League to meet its 
1939 national dues. We hope to be first in meeting our obligation in 
1940, and to become a real organization under the motto, ‘Of the 
Church, By the Church, For the Church.” 


HUGO H. F. WELCHERT 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Luther League of Pennsylvania 


Final steps were taken toward the dissolution of the Luther 
League of Pennsylvania, December 2nd, when the Luther Leaguers 
of the Pittsburgh and Central Pennsylvania Synods had their or- 
ganization meetings. 


The Pittsburgh Synodical group met in First Lutheran Church, 
Butler. The meeting opened with a Friendly Sing and Devotions 
under the direction of Rev. O. W. Carlscn. Temporary officers were 
elected and a temporary constitution adopted. Greetings were ex- 
tended by the Executive Secretary of The Luther League of America, 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D. Rev. Henry H. Bagger, D.D., Presi- 
dent of the Pittsburgh Synod, gave the Convention Address and 
installed the new officers. This afternoon meeting was followed by a 
Fellowship Dinnerette. The newly-elected officers are: President, 
Carl Beisecker, Pittsburgh; Secretary, Louise Snyder, Erie; As- 
sistant Secretary, Janet Anthony, Hunkers; Treasurer, Carl Lind- 
quist, Erie; and Statistician, William Mull, Jeannette. The Vice- 
Presidents will be the Presidents of the six Conference Luther 
Leagues which make up the Pittsburgh Synod Luther League. 


On December 10th the present and former members of the 
Executive Committee of the Pittsburgh District Luther League had 
a farewell dinner, at which time they formed an Alumni Association 
with Charles W. Fuhr, Gladys Birkel, and Hazel E. Nannah as 
President, Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. 


The Central Pennsylvania Synodical group had their organiza- 
tion meeting in Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Harrisburg. This same 
Church was the scene of the organization meeting of the Luther 
League of Pennsylvania in 1894. 


Dr. E. Martin Grove, pastor of the host Church, conducted 
Devotions at the morning session and Rev. Paul DeLauter, Convener 
of the Synodical Luther League Committee, had charge of the after- 
noon Devotions. A‘ter the adoption of a Constitution and election 
of officers, Rev. Amos John Traver, D.D., President of the Mary- 
land Synod, delivered an address, which was followed by the Instal- 
lation Service. The officers elected are: President, Kenneth W. Dry, 
Lemoyne; First Vice-President, Earl Davis, Philadelphia; Second 
Vice-President, Wendall Lawther, Johnstown; Secretary, Margaret 
McFalls, Altoona; Assistant Secretary, Helen Dugan, Williamsport; 
and Treasurer, Earl Bricker, York. 


Activities within several of the Districts reveal the following: 

Altoona, “Christians Leagued Together’ was the theme of the 
annual convention held October 28 in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Altoona. This theme was the subject of Rev. Paul L. Reaser’s ad- 
dress at the Vesper Service. A devotional period, caucus groups, 
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business session and a Banquet and the Vesper Service made up the 
day’s program. Margaret McFalls, retiring President, was toast- 
mistress at the banquet. The Convention Chaplain was Rev. John 
L. Barnes, pastor of the host Church. 


The newly-elected officers were installed at the Thanksgiving 
Rally held November 21st, in Christ Second Lutheran Church. Rev. 
Paul L. Foulk of Trinity Church, Juniata, was the guest speaker. 
Eldon McCracken of Altoona, is the new District President. 


B-M-C (Bucks-Montgomery-Chester) had their Thanksgiving 
Rally in Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Pottstown, with Rev. Paul 
M. Kinports, D.D., as speaker. Departmental Conferences were held 
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale, on December Sth. Both 
sectional groups of this District have sponsored a number of devo- 
tional and social activities. 


Erie. Congratulations! “The Luther League Journal,” Vol. 1, 
No. 1, has made its appearance. This new publication is to be 
issued quarterly and is published in the interests of Education, Mis- 
sions and Life Service. This first issue contains articles written by 
the departmental secretaries, as well as a goodly amount of local 
League news which denotes interest and cooperation by the entire 
Erie District group in this new venture. 


Philadelphia. The final event of the Philadelphia District group 
as it existed under the State set-up was the 19th annual Live Wire 
Dinner held at Kugler’s Restaurant, January 31st. The Toast- 
master was William H. Patrick, Jr., and the speaker, Rev. Paul L. 
Yount, D.D., Trinity Lutheran Church, Norristown. Features of 
the program were songs, talks, music and other entertainment. 


Upper Lehigh Valley. The annual Convention and Depart- 
mental Con‘erences were held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, East 
Mauch Chunk, on November 29th. The pastor of the host Church, 
Rey. Shearer, was in charge of the Vesper Service. After depart- 
mental conference sessions the President, Robert Kresge, presided 
over the business session which included election of officers and the 
first reading of the proposed constitution for the Wilkes-Barre Con- 
ference Luther League. 


York. The 45th annual convention was held November 11 in 
Zion Lutheran Church, Glen Rock, Rev. Hugo W. Schroeder, pastor. 
There were three sessions with a banquet at the dinner hour. Rev. 
Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., D.D., Lutheran Campus pastor of Phila- 
delphia, spoke at the evening session on the convention theme, “‘A 
Leaguer’s Personal Re:ponsibilities.”” The business included election 
of officers, reports of committees, election of delegates to the Central 
Pennsylvania Synodical organization meeting. Discussion groups on 
“Better Meetings,’ were conducted at the morning and afternoon 
sessions, with Russell Thompson and Miss Ivy Ziegler leading the 
groups in ‘‘Purpose and Preparation”? and ‘‘Participation and Prayer” 
respectively. The President of the host League, Maynard P. Fuhr- 
man, was toastmaster at the banquet. The program was given by 
the host group and Rey. Charles Chamberlain served as song leader. 
The chaplain, Rev. Herbert G. Kline, conducted the morning and 
afternoon devotions. Next year’s convention will be held in St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, York. This District will conduct its Fifth 
Annual Watch Night Service, December 3lst. 


And thus we bring to a finish the final column of news of the 
“doings” in and about Pennsylvania as a State Luther League. Re- 
gardless of the changes, the Luther League spirit and loyalty will 
continue to prevail and from henceforth, reader, you will hear of 
many more activities of the Pennsylvania Luther Leaguers through 
the news received from the Luther Leagues of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, Central Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh Synods. 


ANNA M. SCHLEGEL 
Publicity Chairman, Luther League of Pennsylvania 


Senior and Intermediate Topics 


Senior Topics—Theme for February: “How To Develop Intense Christian Life’ 
The Senior Topics Quarterly will be a big help in preparing the topic for the Devotional Meeting 


February 4, 1940 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
THROUGH THE BIBLE AND PRAYER 


Psalm 1:1-3; James 1:5-8 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Missouri) 


Suggested Program 
Note for the Leader: The appreciation of the following program 
will depend on how the various parts are introduced and connected. 
Ask the Leaguers to bring their Bibles and read the Scriptures in 
unison. Instead of singing the hymns, have those present read and 
meditate on them while they are being played. Ask them to write 
down some of their thoughts at the close of each hymn. 


Scripture: Psalm 1 (Read softly—meditatively) 
Hymn: ‘Break Thou the Bread of Life’ (PSH 273) 
Note thoughts called forth by the Scripture and hyinn 
Scripture: James 1:5-8 
Hymn: ‘I Am Thine O Lord” (PSH 221) 
Note thoughts called forth by the Scripture and hymn 
Sentence Prayers 
Offering 
Presentation of the Topic 
Discussion 
Hymn: ‘“‘Take My Life and Let It Be” 
Lord’s Prayer 
Leave quietly 


(PSH 278) 
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Bible Readings 

1, Deuteronomy 11:18. From the very beginning our heavenly 
Father urged the use of His Word for living. 

2. Psalm 19:8. Here is the voice of experience. 

3. Luke 21:33. The surest thing in the world. 

4, Romans 1:16. God’s own power unto salvation. 

Intense Christian Living Is Developed Through 

the Use of the Bible and Prayer 

An intense Christian life comes as a result of a num- 
ber of things. It does not just happen or come on us all 
of a sudden. This type of living comes from growing. 
Growing in the likeness of our Redeemer. We may also 
liken it to the fruit of a life that is joined to Christ. 

The first great requisite for such living is complete 
surrender to the Lord Jesus. Now think what that 
means. Where one surrenders he lays down every thing 
he has—possessions, power, life, his all—to be directed 
and controlled by the one to whom he surrenders. When 
this is done, then we may begin to learn how to live 
what we call an intense Christian life. We must first 
be willing to let God be the Gardener of our life and let 
Him plant the seeds. In other words, we must let “God 
grow us.” We thus are led by His Spirit and strength- 
ened by His love. 

Thus surrendered we will want to hear what He has 
to say, know what He wants done and where we shall 
go. Having heard, then we will want to talk things over 
with Him. We hear Him speak through the Bible; we 
talk with Him through prayer. 


The Planting of the Seed 

God’s Word is the seed from which grows this 
deeply surrendered life. Jesus said this was true. Read 
Luke 8:4-15. The picture applied to us then is, by the 
use of the Bible, Jesus walks through the fields of our 
mind and soul, planting the good seeds of God. The 
surrender is to let Him plant it—for us to let it sink 
down in our souls—quietly let it take root and grow in 
our memory. A strange way it may seem to be, but this 
is the way God has told us He wishes to work. 

Many try to have such a life without the blessed 
Word of God. As many as try find lives barren and fruit- 
less. Some men believe they can walk the ways of life 
without the guidance of God’s work. They succeed only 
as they comply with His gracious and good will. How 
simple it is indeed for men to listen to God by the use 
of the Word and know what is His good will. Read 
Psalm 119 and note all the claims that are made for the 
Word. A few years ago we thought we were progressing 
so nicely and that soon the “golden age” would come. 
However, we are now rudely awakened. Today we are 
asking ourselves, “How has the world come to be in such 
a muddle?” We need direction and God has provided that 
direction in His Word. An interesting question for dis- 
cussion would be, “If the rulers of the world were follow- 
ing the teaching of Christ, what would they do to settle 
the difference in the world today?” 

Jesus said something like this: grapes grow on 
grapevines, thistles begot thistles, but still we need to 
learn a God-like life can only come from God. That soul 
that lives deeply in God is that <cul “whose delight is 
in the law of the Lord.” 


By the Rivers of Water 
The Psalmist describes such a one as being, “like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water.” Such a tree never 
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wants for sustenance as its roots course through the 
rich and moist soil. That tree draws up into itself the 
water of life and never fails to bear fruit in season or to 
be covered with the glory of its own particular nature, 
green leaves. 

The life planted in the Word of our God never wants 
for sustenance. Ever may mind and soul draw up from 
these divine sources strength. This is another of God’s 
ways of doing things. He has told us and promised us 
that by that Word the Holy Spirit comes to us and 
abides in us. God, the Holy Spirit is He who “calls, 
gathers, enlightens,’ and sustains each in the way of the 
Christian Life. Here is life! ere is the Christian’s 
source of power. Power to grow—to live—to bear fruit. 

Some of us during these last few years have learned 
how necessary water is to the life of growing things. 
Just as necessary is this unseen source of strength for 
the soul. 

Where does youth receive the greatest challenge to 
a great life? : 

Where do we turn for comfort in time of death? 
What gives the sick soul peace? Where does the sinner 
find words like these, “Be of good cheer, my son, thy 
sins are forgiven thee.” All alike turn to God’s biessed 
Word to be comforted and strengthened for life’s tasks. 

Here by this stream of strength have grown God’s 
saints. 

We ask oursevles, “How may we develop an intense 
Christian life?” and the answer is clear and true: “Be 
enlightened and sustained by the Word of your heavenly 
Father.” 

These are eternal facts that are very elementary but 
if realized and used, will lead to that glorious likeness of 
Christ. é 

Through Prayer 

A litt'e negro was seen sitting very quietly by his 
work one day and his employer said to him, “John, why 
is it you are sitting here and not working?” The little 
fellow answered, ‘I’se hurried so fast, I’se just lettin’ 
my soul catch up with my body.” This hurrying age can 
learn much from this little story. Through prayer our 
souls catch up with our being and can thus control and 
direct this machine we call life. 

When we think of prayer it is not the slight pause 
we make at meal time or before we go to sleep but that 
hour that is spent in quietly being with God. 

We are thinking now of that period of secret com- 
munion with God where the convincing, convicting power 
of God’s blessed Word directs our conversation with 
Him. Here as Luther states, we climb up into the great 
heart of God—take refuge in His presence and dwell 
wholly with Him. 

The prayer hour is the communion hour with the 
Lord Jesus. He promises us this blessed experience. 
Like Mary we may sit at His feet listening to Him and 
talking the things of life over with Him. One cannot be 
with Jesus except he is drawn to greater and more God 
like living. Try spending a period with Him. Close your 
cyes and think of your Lord Jesus. When His likeness 
is clear then read His teachings and then talk them over 
wita Him. One blessed experience of this kind will draw 
you back again and again. 

The prayer hour is the Power Hour for life. The 
prayerless soul is the powerless scul. Yes, it may seem 
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strange but nevertheless true that God has made it to be 
that way. We are wise when we follow these sure di- 
rections. It is the power hour for life. As we receive 
heat from the sun, so we receive from God’s presence, the 
radiating power of His presence. We go into the prayer 
hour weak and we come out strong because we have 
been with Him. 


The Prayer Hour is the Prophetic Hour. There our 
own true selves are bodily revealed in contrast to His 
holy, loving self. When this is'done then we know our 
needs and discover our blessings. The sincere and earnest 
heart knows what God would help us mend and change. 
This is the beginning of growth. 

The Prayer Hour is the Peace-giving Hour. As we 
sit at Jesus’ feet and confess our sins we may also hear 
Him grant our forgiveness. When we tell Him of our 
troubles, we may hear Him point out the good way. 
Here as we discover our weakness, we may receive the 
strength of cleansing and knowing God’s blessed will. 
This is what gives peace to the soul. 


The Prayer Hour will lead the earnest seeking soul 
to sincere Christian living. The intensity of such living 
will increase as we grow in grace. 


Questions 
1. What experiences have we had of growth that 
comes from the use of the Bible? 
2. What experiences have we had of growth that 
comes from prayer? 
3. Is what we have been saying true? 
4. What do we intend to do about it? 


Appoint someone to give-a five-minute review of the following: 
“In the Secret of His Presence’—G. H. Knight. 
“Prayer’—Hollesby 
“Bible Truths for Present Emphasis’”—Parish School Magazine 
for June 1939, by Dr. H. D. Hoover 


February 11, 1940 
First Sunday in Lent 
THROUGH CHRISTIAN FRIENDS AND 
GOOD BOOKS 


Proverbs 27:17; Hebrews 10:23-25; I Timothy 4:13-16 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Missouri) 


Suggested Program 
Consult suggestions made to leader of the preceeding Sunday. 
Scripture: I Timothy 4:13-16 (Read softly—meditatively) 
Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” (PSH 223) 
Note thoughts called forth by the scripture and hymn 
Scripture: Proverbs 27:17 
Hymn: “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” (PSH 240) 
Note thoughts 
Scripture: Hebrews 10 :23-25 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers Living Still’ (PSH 139) 
Sentence Prayers 
Offering 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion , 
Brief period of silence devoted to mental review of topic 
Lord’s Prayer 
Greet your Christian friends 


Bible Readings 


John 15:13. Love isthe basis of true friendship. 

I Samuel 20:17. The historic example of great friendship. 
John 14:18. The deep constancy of Jesus’ love. 

James 2:23. How to be a friend of God. 


Intense Christian Living Is Developed Through 
Christian Friends and Good Books 
There is a place in every young Christian’s life for 
being alone. The solitary moments we spend with Jesus 
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are joyful moments indeed. There is a place in every 
young Christian’s life for companionship. God in His 
wisdom and love made us for each other. We therefore 
can only have or find our complete being in relationship 
to our fellowman. It follows also that as Christians we 


grow best with Christian companionship. 


Good Fellowship 
Environment has a great contribution to make to 
every living thing. We see that in the twisted tree near 
the timberline and the sturdy oak of the valley. We see 
it in the minds and hearts of our fellowmen around 
about us. A tree must also be placed in an environment 
conducive to growth. The palm tree of the south would 
die if exposed to the winter blasts of the north. Young 
followers of Christ need to be surrounded with friends 
and friendships conducive to Christian growth. Jesus 
calls our attention to this in His parable of the sower 
when He tells of the devil coming and taking the word 
out of hearts and again when the cares, riches and pleas- 
ures of this life choke off the good fruits that might 
have flourished. This sets forth the necessity of Chris- 

tian fellowship for Christian growth. 


We live and grow by the examples that are set be- 
fore us. Each one is prone to imitate the one we admire 
and do the things which we approve in another. We 
therefore do ourselves a great service when we choose 
good Christian friends. The power of a good example 
is set forth in many places in the Bible and particularly 
in the writings of the Apostles. They call us to be good 
examples. Jesus calls us to be the light of the world. As 
we are called so are all Christians called to be to each 
other these examples. We may surround ourselves with 
living examples of what we want to be. The Church 
names this the Communion of Saints. We may desig- 
nate it as the fellowship with God’s living saints. 


The Spirit who abides in your heart will speak to 
the Spirit who dwells in your friend’s heart. The deepest 
personal communion results and brings one of the great 
joys of life. All wisdom does not rest in one Christian 
life but according to our various gifts we may contribute 
to each other, thus supplying each other’s need. This 
brings blessings from heaven. “They that feared the 
Lord spcke often, one to another and the Lord harkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before Him for them that feared the Lord and that 
thought upon His name.” 


Sometimes we fail and fall and need to be lifted up. 
Happy and blessed is the youth who has a friend in this 
time of need who stands by ready to help. There are 
times when the handclasp and friendly smile drag a soul 
from depths of despair. We are necessary to one an- 
other in this old life. We grow when we give to an- 
other a good example and help him to grow even as we 
grow by his example and help. 


Our Luther League is a wonderful place to make 
friends and have friends. It is a great place to bring our 
friends. We grow strong indeed with each other in the 
glorious service of the Lord Jesus. 


There is nothing on this earth more beautiful than 
Christian friendship. It brings the oil of gladness to the 
darkened hours, brightens the loneliness of the stranger, 
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brings strong courage in the days of trial and sweetens 
the memories of age. One of life’s greatest treasures is 
in true Christian friendship. 


The Fellowship with the Great Souls of History 

Good books are good friends for they introduce us 
unto the minds and noble souls of all ages. 

We make friends with Moses, Elijah, Isaiah and all 
the men of God in Hebrew history. We may visit with 
Paul, Luther and all great religious leaders. We may 
spend a week with great scientists, months with men 
like Shakespeare and a life-time with the greatest of the 
great. By them we may set before us the best examples, 
acquaint ourselves with the greatest of minds and live 
with the sweetest of souls. 

Good books are the great fields of life peopled with 
the best God has worked through man. Every thing that 
can be said of companionship and friendship can be said 
concerning good books. We placed one important re- 
striction on friendship saying that it must be Christian. 
This same restriction must be placed on books. A book 
of evil and unclean thoughts makes an evil and unclean 
companion. As we choose our friends so let us choose 
our books. 

Here again must we return to our Saviour for the 
best insight into the beauty of these thoughts. All good 
things are inseparably linked with Jesus. He will be our 
best Friend and His teachings our greatest book. Walk 
with Him, talk with Him today as you read your Bible. 


Questions 

1. What good books have influenced you to better 
living? 

2. What character in history or literature do you 
admire most? Why? 

3. What contributions have 
growing in the likeness of Jesus? 

4. Who is your best friend? 


friends made to your 


February 18, 1940 
Second Sunday in Lent 
THROUGH EVANGELISM AND SERVICE 
Mark 16:20 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Missouri) 


Suggested Program 
Consult suggestions made to leader of preceeding Sundays. 
Scripture: Mark 16:20 
Hymn: “Thy Life Was Given For Me” (PSH 68) 
Note thoughts called forth by the scripture and hymn 
Scripture: John 15 
Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 
Note thoughts 
Offering 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 


Lord’s Prayer 
Bible Readings 


Service according to ability—but still required. 
The promise of “to live and reign with Him,’ is 
not a vain one. The reward of God is perfect. 

I Corinthians 9:19. A real picture of service. 

I Corinthians 15:58. This is the work that shall endure for- 
ever blessed both in this life and the life to come. 


(PSH 285) 


(PSH 288) 


Luke 12:48. 
Daniel 12:3. 


How To Develop An Intense Christian Life 
Through Service and Evangelism 
Jesus said, “He that is greatest among you shall be 
your servant.”—Matthew 23:11. Jesus taught that those 
acceptable to Him and the Father would be greeted by, 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“Well done thou good and faithful servant.’”—Matthew 
25:28. We recognize, of course, that service is the work 
of a servant. When we speak of Christian service, we 
have in mind that this is the work accomplished by the 
follower of the Lord Jesus. 

We are now interested in how can we grow or de- 
velop into the best servant that it is possible by God’s 
grace for us to be? First of all, we need to recognize a 
fact of life—an eternal truth—a law of living. This fact 
is this: we become stronger Christians, day by day, by 
doing the work of a Christian day by day. This is one 
of the eternal laws of conduct and of being. This like- 
wise is so because God ordained it to be just that way. 

Growth, strength, development in any phase of life 
is obtained by exercise or by doing. Skills are developed 
by practice. We gain mental strength by using our 
minds, bodily strength by using our bodies, spiritual 
strength by the exercise of our soul. ; 

Weakness comes to us by the lack of exercise. We 
may use our minds less and less and finally they become 
useless. The same statement is true concerning the use 
of all our faculties. 

This, then, is the fact of life—that strong Christians 
are those who are the doing, working, serving Christians. 
We are stronger Christians day by day by being Chris- 
tians day by day. 

Let us also fasten in our minds the definition of 
service. (Ask the Leaguers to define service.) Would 
it be something like this? Service is what a servant does. 
It is the acts and deeds of one who serves. Christian 
Service is what a Christian does for the Lord Jesus and 
those He came to save. Perhaps this: Christian service 
is the outpouring of a believer's life and faith in helpful- 
ness to fellowmen because his supreme desire is to love 
and serve his Redeemer. 

Let us see now how true these statements are. 

1. Service strengthens our honor in the hearts of 
those we serve. The lazy, shiftless, Christian drones are 
not honored. The one who gives and serves is the re- 
spected one. Is this true in your congregation? 

We know a little maiden lady whose life has been 
filled with visiting the sick, helping the poor, teaching in 
Sunday School, being an evangelist, blessing the Lord 
with her means, and being faithful in worship. Her con- 
gregation all rise up and called her blessed. 

2. Service strengthens our bodies. 

This every mother knows for she is able to do much 
more for you than anyone else because of her desire to 
serve you. Doctors tell us that no life is complete, mental 
health sure, only in devoted service. Name instances in 
your experience when you were able to exceed your 
strength bcause of your desire to serve. 

3. Service strengthens our Witness to the World. 

Sometime ago a salesman said to us, “Look at that 
rug! Thousands of people have walked on it. See how 
it has stood the test!” We bought the rug. 

When anyone wishes to sell something today they 
say, “Let me come and demonstrate this to you.” 

The out-pouring of your love to God and man 
demonstrates and sells your faith to the faithless. 

Service is the greatest witness of Christ we can give. 

4. Service is honored and blessed by God. ; 

Nations that serve the Lord are blessed and grow 
strong. (Name instances from the Old Testament.) This 
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same truth applies to individuals. God’s sure promise 
is to bless the faithful in service. 

Discuss this statement. Every one serving in the 
Luther League will bring God’s blessing to rest on the 
Luther League. 

5. Service leads to greater Service. 

This is a true story. A few years ago a young man 
was given a long and hard list of members upon whom 
he was to call in the Every Member Visitation. He 
worked hard and was the first one in to report. He said, 
“T certainly have had a wonderful time. Give me some 
more to call on and when I come back I want to talk 
about this budget idea applied to my life.” He came back, 
we talked, he began to tithe, was elected to the Church 
Council and Treasurer of the Church. Service develops 
us for further service. 

6. Service brings the power of heaven to every 
servant. 

“Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,” said Jesus. 
Note the promise He makes. As we go the one to whom 
all power on earth and in heaven is given is with that 
servant. 

Does God keep His promises? 

What does the power granted by Christ have to do 
with our development in a real Christian life? 

7. Service strengthens us in the image of Christ. 

The Lord Jesus went about doing good. He minis- 
tered to the sick, fed the hungry, led the sinner to re- 
pentence, encouraged the weak, helped the strong, and 
revealed the heavenly Father to men. He was busy with 
good and had no part with sin. His strength was the 
strength of all heaven because His heart was pure. 
Growth, strength, development comes from doing the 
will of the heavenly Father because the love of God 
dwells within us. 

Service helps us to be like Jesus. 

Enumerate all the activities of your League that 
are definite service activities. 


’ 


God Make My Life 


God make my life a little light, 
Within the world to glow— 

A little flame that burneth bright 
Wherever I may go. 


God make my life a little flower 
That giveth joy to all, 

Content to bloom in native bower 
Although the place be small. 


God make my life a little song, 
That comforteth the sad, 

That helpeth others to be strong, 
And makes the singer glad. 


God make my life a little staff, 
Whereon the weak may rest, 

That so what little strength I have, 
May serve my neighbor best. 


God make my life a little hymn 

Of tenderness and praise, 

Of faith that never waxeth dim, 

In all His wondrous ways. 

He That Winneth Souls Is Wise 
The evangelist is wise because by doing this great 

work he fulfills the final purpose of the will of God. The 
Holy Spirit comes to us, “to call, gather, enlighten and 
sanctify” us. We then are to be the light of the world 
that man may see our good works and glorify our Father 
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in heaven. The great God-given purpose for human life 
is for us to be His samples of true life on earth. 


The field of evangelism is the greatest field of Chris- 
tian expression. This calls for the exercise of every 
Christian virtue, the consecration of every power and 
offers the greatest challenge for life—endeavor. This one 
work calls for the exercise of every portion of our 
being. 

Discuss 

How does evangelism develop our faith? 
Stewardship? Consecration? 

What other Christian virtues will be developed by 
my being a bearer of the good news of salvation? 

Have the Life Service Secretary present her thoughts 
on this subject. 

Have the Membership Secretary present a plan 
whereby the League may be more effective in the field 
of evangelism. 

Ask your pastor to give you suggestions as to a 
program where youth may be wise and win souls for 
Christ. 

Ask those present to close their eyes and think for 
a few moments on what has been given and at the close 
of this meditation period ask them to decide what they 
are going to do about this during the week and years to 
come. 

Grow in the likeness of your Lord Jesus Christ. 


Love? 


February 25, 1940 
Third Sunday in Lent 
POCKET TESTAMENT DAY 


Psalm 119 :97-104 
(By Miss Thelma Graham, Warrenton, West Virginia) 


In Preparation for the Program 

Order from The Luther League of America, Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.: Pocket Testament League 
Membership Application Cards, The Pocket Testament League (Ques- 
tions and Answers concerning the Pocket Testament League). 

Order from The American Bible Society, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City: “A Day With Farag Abdalla” (leaflet), 
“Coverdale Speaks’? (pamphlet), ‘Across the Barriers of Language’’ 
(pamphlet), ‘Four Hundredth Anniversary of Tyndale’s New Testa- 
ment.” 

The American Bible Society has a Free Scripture Exhibit and 
also Stereopticon Lectures which may provide a different means of 
presenting the topic if the necessary equipment is available. to a local 
Luther League. 


Suggested Program 


Instrumental Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship: 

Leader: This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 

Response: But thou shalt meditate therein day and night. 

Leader: That thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein; 

Response: For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then shalt thou have good success. 

Sing: “O Word of God Incarnate” 
Read in unison: Psalm 119 :89-96 
Prayer: (No. 37 in Parish School Hymnal) 

Almighty God, Who hast granted us Thy Holy Word and re- 
vealed Thy self to us therein, and through it dost teach us 
the way of righteous living; Grant us ever to reverence, love, 
and treasure the Holy Scriptures; implant within us the de- 
sire and purpose constantly to read and study them; and as 
Thou hast promised wisdom to all who seek it, teach us by 
Thy Holy Spirit wisdom for this earthly life, and be made 
wise unto salvation; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Bible Reading: Psalm 119 :97-104 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Word Abideth” 

Presentation of Topic 

Story: “A Day With Farag Abdalla” 

Enrollment of New Members in the Pocket Testament League 
Hymn: “Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word” 
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Sentence Prayers: 
Of thanksgiving for those who have made possible our possession 
of the Scriptures 
For those who are spreading the Word in all parts of the world 
For all the members of the Pocket Testament League 


Bible Readings 


1. Isaiah 40:8. I Peter 1:24,25. The Bible is the Book of 


the Ages.” 
2. II Peter 1:19-21. Inspired of God. 
3. Psalm 119:105, 130; Proverbs 6:23. God’s Word is a light. 
4. Jeremiah 23:29; Romans 1:16. A mighty force; the ‘‘power 
unto salvation.” 
5. Psalm 119:99-100; 104. The basis for meditation and under- 


standing. 
6. Psalm 119:9,11; Matthew 7:24-27. An effective guard and 
guide in living. 
With the Bible Through the Ages 
“Forward through the ages 
In unbroken line, 
Move the faithful spirits 
At the call divine.” 


So sang the hymn writer, and his theme might well 
have been the Bible, for the Book has moved down 
through the ages according to divine plan. 


The Line Woven Through Inspiration 
Within a period of some 1500 years, thirty or more 
men from sundry callings in life, spoke “as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” and gave us the 66 books 
which comprise our Bible. Diversity of authorship, differ- 
ence of surrounding circumstances, passage of centuries 
all left unbroken the unity of the Scriptures. 


Strengthened Through Persecution 

In the early days when rulers claimed the power of 
life and death over their subjects, Diocletian became a 
mighty emperor. The increase in the number of Chris- 
tians, coupled with their consistent refusal to sacrifice 
to Roman gods, aroused the emperor’s wrath. Fearing 
that his power would be weakened if Christianity were 
permitted as a rival religion, Diocletian issued an edict 
ordering that “all Christian Churches should be torn to 
the ground, all Christian books burned, and all Chris- 
tians themselves made slaves.” The object of that royal 
command was to compel Christians to submit to his 
will. Another edict, following closely upon the first, gave 
the soldiers permission to kill all Christians and began 
a persecution hitherto unequalled. 


Soldiers went throughout the country, searching for 
copies of Scriptures in the Churches, and burning them 
when found. Often Church leaders hid the manuscripts 
in the homes of members, where they were safe until 
favor-seeking traitors betrayed their hiding places. Then 
officers went from house to house demanding all books 
to be brought out and searching homes if they thought 
their demands had not been fully complied with. Tor- 
tures were inflicted upon those who had concealed vol- 
umes. Death followed for many who held the Word 
more valuable than life itself and were steadfast in their 
refusal to yield their copies of the Scriptures. Finally, 
there came an emperor who realized that Christianity 
and the Bible could not be consigned to oblivion through 
persecution, and an edict was issued to permit Chris- 
tians to worship without interference. The Book had 
gone through persecution and triumphed gloriously! 


Preserved Through Copyists and Translators 
Great is our debt to those who through copying or 
translation, have kept our Scriptures for us. One of the 
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earliest of the translators is St. Jerome who was re- 
sponsible for the Latin Vulgate, the “great Revised Ver- 
sion of the ancient Eastern Church.” When, toward the 
end of the fourth century, scholars felt that errors creep- 
ing into the ‘Old Latin” versions endangered the purity 
of the Scriptures, Jerome was chosen to undertake a re- 
vision. He used the oldest manuscripts of his time and 
produced a work which has left its imprint on all sub- 
sequent history of the Bible. Contemporaries called it 
revolutionary and heretical, and much preferred their in- 
correct versions. Ten centuries later, the Council of 
Trent declared the Vulgate should be considered the 
standard text. 
John Wycliffe 

John Wycliffe gave us the first English Bible. He 
labored for reform in the Church and worked to give the 
people the Word of God. He believed that “the sacred 
Scriptures are the property of the people, and one which 
no one should be allowed to wrest from them.’ The 
leaders of the Church opposed him and three times 
brought him to trial. An ecclesiastical council condemned 
his translation and excommunicated him. He continued 
his translation, however, and two years before his death 
in 1384, he gave. to England “a complete version of the 
Scriptures in the language of the people.” 


William Tyndale 

About one hundred years later William Tyndale 
vowed that “if God spare me I will one day make the 
boy that drives the plow in England to know more of 
Scripture than the Pope does.’’ Then he set out to ful- 
fill his vow. Again Church leaders bitterly opposed the 
work of giving the Bible to the masses of the people. 
Tyndale was driven to Germany. There he finished the 
New Testament, and, overcoming handicaps and perse- 
cution, published it in 1525 and sent it back to England. 
Many copies were burned but Tyndale persisted in his - 
task until he, too, was burned at the stake in 1536. 


Martin Luther 

Martin Luther, as a part of his contribution to the 
Reformation gave the German people the Bible in their 
own tongue. The reception accorded the translation was 
such that one of the papal sympathizers wrote: “Luther’s 
New Testament was so much multiplied and spread by 
printers that even tailors and shoemakers—nay, even 
women and ignorant people who could read but little— 
studied it with greatest avidity as the fountain of truth.” 

In rather rapid succession came the versions known 
as Coverdale’s, Matthew's, Great Bible, Geneva, and 
Authorized and Revised Version. Each sought to keep 
the “line unbroken” by giving the people the Word in 
more accurate and more readily understood language. 


“Wider grows the kingdom, 
Reign of love and light.” 


Again, the poet might have been speaking of the 
Bible, for wider and wider has grown the “kingdom,” 
the circles into which the Bible has been carried. Fas- 
cinating are the accounts of the manner in which mis-- 
sionaries, pastors, teachers, colporteurs, and other indi- 
viduals or organizations have distributed the Book. 

Helen Cadbury, when only a girl of twelve in Bir- 
mingham, England, was a forerunner of a movement 
which gives each individual Christian an opportunity to 
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take the Bible into some other person’s life. Her ap- 
preciation of what Christ meant in her life took the form 
of carrying the Scriptures with her and interesting others 
in them—in giving others the opportunity to read for 
themselves the facts which she had learned. In 1908, 
the Pocket Testament League was formed of those who 
promised to carry a Testament with them, to read a 
portion of it daily, and to show it to others. This or- 
ganization spread from England to become an inter- 
national group with more than seven million members 
scattered throughout the world. The Luther League of 
America began promoting the Pocket Testament League 
in 1935. Since that time a special Sunday has been desig- 
nated yearly as Pocket Testament Day, on which Luther 
Leaguers are particularly urged to join with those whose 
aim it is to make God’s Word their “Daily Companion 
and Guide” and a “means of winning souls.” Today is 
the Sunday set aside in 1940. 


Quotations 

1. The longer you read the Bible the more you will 
like it; it will grow sweeter and sweeter; and the more 
you get into the spirit of it, the more you will get into 
the spirit ot Christ—Romaine. 

2. Voltaire spoke of the Bible as a short-lived book. 
He said that within a hundred years it would pass from 
common use. Not many peop'e read Voltaire today, but 
his house has been packed with Bibles as a depot of a 
Bible Society——Bruce Barton. 

3. The grand old Book of God still stands, and this 
old earth, the more its leaves are turned over and pon- 
dered, the more it will sustain and illustrate the sacred 
Word.—Prof. Dana. 

4. Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the 


widens and deepens with our years.—Spurgeon. 
The above quotations are taken from ‘‘The New Dictionary of 
Thoughts’”—Edwards Classic Publishing Company, N. Y. 


The Universal Book 
How many ages and generations 
Have brooded and wept and agonized 
Over this Book! 


Book 
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What untellable joys and ecstacies, 
What support to martyrs at the stake! 
To what myriads has it been 
The shore and rock of safety— 
The refuge from the driving tempest and wreck. 
Translated into all languages, 
How it has united this diverse world! 
Of its thousands there is mot a verse, 
Not a word but is thick-studded 
With human emotion. 
—Devotional Poetry and Prose Section, 
The New Hymnal for American Youth 


The Anvil—God’s Word 


Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door, 

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime; 

Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 

Old hammers, worn with beating years of time. 


“How many anvils have you had,” said I, 

“To wear and batter all these hammers so?” 

“Just one,” said he, and then, with twinkling eye, 
“The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.”’ 


And so, thought I, the anvil of God’s Word, 
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard, 
The anvil is unharmed—the hammers gone. 
—Author Unknown (Quotable Poems I) 


Questions 
1. Tell some interesting anecdotes of experiences 
of missionaries or others who have taken the Bible to 
other nationalities or races. 
2. What has the Bible meant to you in your life? 
Give concrete examples of how it has helped you. 
3. What has the Pocket Testarnent League done 
for you? For your League? 
4. How could the Pocket Testament League be 
made more valuable to your Leaguers? 
5. Suggest or cescribe the method of Scripture 
reading which has proved most helpful to you. 
6. Show how the Bible may be used in bringing 
others to Christ. 
Bibliography 
J. Paterson Smyth: “How We Got Our Bible” 
Robinson: “‘Where Did We Get Our Bible?” 


Christian Life Course: ‘‘My Bible” 
Pamphlets from American Bible Society 


The February Intermediate Topics 


Theme for the Month: “N” Series 


February 4, 1940 


NIMROD—A-HUNTING WE GO or SEEKING 
AFTER TRUTH 


John 5:31-40; Matthew 6:33 
(By Rev. William M. Schwartz, Mt. Wolf, Penna.) 


Introduction 

“Nimrod’—an Old Testament character, “A mighty 
hunter before the Lord,’ was a man of great bodily 
strength, and eminent for courage and skill in the art of 
hunting down and capturing dangerous animals, which 
probably were both numerous and frequently of enor- 
mous size. He made himself the favorite of courageous 
young men who readily joined his hunting expeditions. 
Furthermore, Nimrod regimented these youthful fol- 


lowers and thoroughly trained the to seek fertile valleys 
and plains, to build thereon many towns and cities. 


The Theme 
We are concerned primarily with this human quality 
“to seek” which was characteristic of the hunter, Nimrod, 
and his youthful followers. 


The Aim 

To create an ever-growing desire in your life “to 
seek” the truths of God our Father and His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

First. I shall present to you at least three types of 
“seekers” whom we shall study and observe as they 
move about in our modern society. 

Let us begin with the study of Type “A” which I 
have called the “Blind Seeker,” or we may call him the 
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“Purposeless Seeker.” Perhaps you in your life-time, 
were caught in a blinding snow storm, you remember, 
you were greatly bewildered and confused, and I suppose 
quite afraid. You could not tell whether you were travel- 
ing in the right direction. On account of the blistering 
wind and the rapidity of the snow flakes you were not 
able to tell whether you were traveling backward or for- 
ward. Blind Seekers are like that. Their life has no pur- 
pose nor objective. When they move, they move with 
the crowd, or they move in a circle. Of course, they are 
seekers, but they seek blindly. Blind Seekers are travelers 
without the compass of the Bible, without the com- 
panionship of Jesus and without the chart of the Chris- 
tian Church. 

Type “B,” the “Egotist Seeker” or “Selfish Seeker.” 
The motto for entirely too many people of our age con- 
tains but two words, “For Self.” Their entire perspective 
of life is unbrotherly and selfish. Even their prayers are 
for self, for the benefit of self with the absolute exclusion 
of the needs and hunger-cries of others. We see voung 
athletes on the gridiron wo strive only for the laurels 
and plaudits of the crowd. They strive for self-glorifica- 
tion. Still others will seek rubbish with which to feed 
their souls. What doth it profit if we gain all material 
things for self and lose our souls? Can we give these 
material things in exchange for our soul? He who lives 
for self, lives not only an unprohtable, but a dangerous 
life. 

Type “C,” “Seekers after Truth.’ You can be a 
Nimrod. Where? In your Luther League. In your 
Church. How? Seek after the Truth. What Truth? (a) 
The Truth about self. No greater nor more blessed name 
can be given to you, than to call you a “Child of God.’ 
Our Heavenly Father hes created you in His own image 
and likeness. He hath made us a little lower than the 
angels. But He has endowed us with an immortal soul. 
God has trusted your soul in your care and keeping until 
he will come again to claim it. 

(b) The truth about others. Carefully study the 
map of the world. How many countries are in the world? 
Do you know? How many languages are spoken? How 
many square miles of territory are inhabited? Locate the 
civilized countries and non-civilized countries. Locate 
the countries in which our Lutheran Church is carrying 
on Missionary work. The truth about others is simply 
stated: Our neighbors are living in all parts of the world. 
Our duty toward others is simply stated: To love them 
as we love ourselves; to pray for them. 

(c) The Truth about God. God has many names. 
There is one name that explains Him so fully and com- 
pletely. It is the name “Father.” Jesus always spoke 
of God as Father. When He taught His disciples to 
pray He said: “Say Our Father.” God, our Father, 
is the Maker and Creator of all things in heaven and on 
earth. What does the word Father suggest to you? 
Please write a list of synonyms suggested by the word 
Father. 

(d) The Truth about Christ. We believe that Jesus 
Christ, true God, begotten from the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord; 
Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 
bought me and freed men from all sins, from death, and 
from the power of the devil, with His Holy and Precious 
Blood. 
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(e) The Truth about the Sacrament of Baptism. 
This is a means of grace instituted by Christ Himself. 
Baptism is a means through which the Holy Spirit pro- 
duces the new birth in the hearts of children. (Titus 3:5) 

(f) The Truth about the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. We believe that in connection with the bread 
and wine which are used in the Lord’s Supper Christ 
gives the communicant His Body and Blood. For He 
says: “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for 
you” and “drink ye all of it, this is my blood of the New 
Testament which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” 

February 11, 1940 
NIGHTINGALE—SERVING OTHERS 


Acts 10:34-38; James 1:17 
(By Rev. William M. Schwartz, Mt. Wolf, Penna.) 


The aim for the discussion of this topic is a three- 
fold one: (1) To teach how Jesus went about doing good; 
(2) to show how a young woman, whose name was 
Florence Nightingale, manifested such a keen interest in 
the plight and suffering of humankind; (3) to describe 
how Christian boys and girls can be of service to some- 
one every day. 

Jesus, our Saviour, came into a world of dire need. 
Our needs were so great and Jesus’ love for us was so 
strong that He left His Father’s home in heaven to come 
to us. 

We do know that there were helpful people before 
Jesus’ time, but the world needed one who would give 
his whole life to this kind of service. 

There are so many people in this world who want to 
engage in service that brings them much in return, such 
as money, fame, honor, material possessions and transi- 
tory rewards. Well, our Saviour did not have this 
thought in mind at all. For we do not know that He 
ever received pay for anything He did. Mankind needed 
the unselfish example of Jesus. 

God, the Father, anointed Jesus, His Son, with the 
Holy Ghost and with power. Jesus, unhesitatingly, went 
about doing good to all men and healing their diseases. 
This same Jesus has brought to us this great power, and 
has inspired us to go out and do good and to be of 
service to all mankind. Surely, this sarne power entered 
the soul of Florence Nightingale whose name is re- 
nowned in the Ministry of Nursing. 

Florence Nightingale was born in Florence, Italy, 
in 1820. When she was still a little girl she showed a 
keen interest in all who suffered. Years later she visited 
the Chief Military Hospital and studied the Nursing 
Systems. During the Crimean War (1854) the hospital 
accommodations were inadequate and nursing systems 
and equipments defective. Miss Nightingale promptly 
volunteered to organize a select group of nurses. The 
consent was promptly given. And thus began the life 
of this particular form of “Loving Service.’ The strain 
of work among the wounded soldiers was too great, and 
Florence Nightingale lost her health, but this did not 
deter her life of service. From her sick room she di- 
rected the task of administering healing balm to the 
wounded soldiers. 

Florence Nightingale’s “Ministry of Loving Service” 
is still one of the greatest guiding influences to our 
thousands of nurses today. When a nurse completes a 
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course of instruction in our modern hospitals she takes 
the “Florence Nightingale Pledge of Service.” 

This same power, “The Ministry of Loving Serv- 
ice’ which was in Jesus; this same power of “Loving 
Service” which was in the soul of Florence Nightingale, 
is also in you. We, too, want to serve. We need not 
go out of the way to find persons to help. 

One day Jesus had completed a service in the Syna- 
gogue and was returning to the home of His disciple, 
Peter. As He was entering the house of Peter He was 
told that Peter’s mother-in-law was seriously ill. When 
Jesus touched her hand she was healed. Later, Jesus 
got into a boat with his disciples to cross to the other 
side of the sea, when in the midst of the sea a terrible 
storm arose. Here again Jesus helped those at hand. 
All along His journeys, wherever He went, Jesus saw 
the need of “Loving Service.” 

Jesus, our Saviour, who served. Florence Nightin- 
gale, a nurse who served. He is a good motto for you: 
“T Serve.” In the coat-of-arms of a Prince of Great 
Britain are these words: “I Serve.” For example, you 
can take fruit or magazines and Sunday School leaflets 
and also Luther League literature to a shut-in. You 
can gather discarded clothing and give them to unfor- 
tunate people. You can make a scrap-book to cheer the 
children in our hospitals. You can send gifts to our 
boys and girls in orphans’ homes. You can help some 
one every day. Christ went about doing good. He did it 
cheerfully. Let us pledge to be of service to someone 
every day. 

Somebody did a golden deed, 

Proving himself a friend in need, 
Somebody sang a cheerful song 
Brightening the skies the whole day long. 


Was that somebody you? 
Was that somebody you? 


February 18, 1940 
NAME—WHAT IT SUGGESTS 
Philippians 2:9-11 
(By Rey. William M. Schwartz, Mt. Wolf, Penna.) 
Introduction 

What is in a name? Possibly more things than you 
are capable to realize at first. We identify specific deeds 
and accomplishments with certain names. A person’s 
name is identified with what he stands for. The name 
Galileo suggests Astronomy; St. Francis of Assisi, Saint- 
liness; Luther, the Reformation; Napoleon, Militarism; 
Captain Kidd, Piracy; Benedict Arnold, the Betrayal of 
Country; Florence Nightingale, Nursing; Livingstone, 
Darkest Africa. Our minds function like cameras. As 
soon as a certain name is mentioned a picture is formed 
instantly in our minds. We associate scenes, deeds and 
acts with names. 

Theme 

What does the name of Jesus suggest? What does 

your name suggest? 
Aim 

Our aim is to help the Luther Leaguer to under- 
stand the value of a good name and above all else, to 
reverence and honor the name of Jesus. 


Content 
The names of Jesus. Please write on blackboard the 
mames of Christ as recorded in both the Old and New 
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Testaments. Emphasize the difference between the names 
of the Old and New Testaments. Explain Isaiah 9:6, 7. 
The name of Jesus was our Lord’s personal name, given 
to Him by the angel. Read Matthew 1:21. It signified, 
“He shall save.” 

(b) Christ. This was His official name, correspond- 
ing with the Old Testament name, ‘‘Messiah,” and sig- 
nified “The Anointed One.”’ God anointed Him with the 
Holy Spirit for the work of redemption, to a three-fold 
office: (1) Prophet, the name means to teach us God’s 
will; (2) Priest, the name means to atone for our sins, 
and to intercede for us; (3) King, the name means to 
reign over us in the Kingdcm of Power, Grace and of 
Glory. 

(c) The name, “True God.’ Christ is true God, 
just as the Father is God. He is the Son of God, not as 
a great and good man who has been adopted as God’s 
son, but He is in his very nature the Son of God. He is 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, be- 
gotten, not made. 

(d) The name, “True Man.” Christ was in all re- 
spects a human Being such as we are, except that He was 
without sin. He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and 
thus has God alone for His Father. He was born of 
the Virgin Mary with a human body and soul. 

He grew, increased in wisdom and stature, and He 
reached the age of manhood. He suffered our human 
wants, such as hunger, thirst, weariness and pain. He 
wept, prayed, suffered and died. 

(e) Saviour. The name Saviour means that Christ 
paid a sufficient ransom on the cross for our deliverance 
from sin and death. When Christ became man He put 
Himself in our place under the law to suffer and die in 
our stead. 


What Does Your Name Suggest? 

What do you stand for in your school, at home, 
at play and in the Intermediate Luther League? 

(a) Does your name suggest reverence? A Luther 
Leaguer is reverent toward God. He will speak rever- 
ently of God. He will be reverent in the Church of 
Christ. He will act reverently at Church services and 
the Luther League meetings. 

(b) Does your name suggest Cleanliness? Keep 
clean in body and thought, stand for clean speech, clean 
sport, clean habits, and travel with a clean crowd. 

(c) Does your name suggest Cheerfulness? A 
Christian boy and girl will always smile to bring cheer 
to others. A Luther Leaguer should never shirk or 
grumble when a task is given him in the League. 

(d) Does your name suggest Loyalty? A Luther 
Leaguer is loyal to his home, his parents, his teachers 
and his League. 

(e) Friendliness? Does your name suggest Friend- 
liness? You should always be friendly to the members of 
your Luther League. But you should be friendly to all 
people, to the stranger as well as the people in your 
community. 

(f) Does your name suggest Courteousness? Are 
you kind and helpful to all. Are you polite at all times, 
especially to old people, the weak and helpless? 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. 
Identify your name with the Luther League. Bring 
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others with you to the League meeting, Take an active 
part in the program. If you are an officer in the League, 
do your work well. 


February 26, 1940 
POCKET TESTAMENT DAY 
II Timothy 3:14-17 
(By Miss Edna Werner, Baltimore, Maryland) 


We are Christian boys and girls. A Christian is a 
follower of Christ. Christ was the only perfect Man, 
and we cannot hope to reach such perfection, but we can 
try to understand the spirit of Christ and try to live in 
the way He would have us live. We-can constantly grow 
more and more like Him by setting up goals that are 
in the spirit of Christ. Perhaps we want to be our best, 
but do not know how to be. There is a way that will 
help us to know how to be truly Christian. 


Let Us Read 

Christ came to teach us a way of life, a joyous life. 
We can learn how to live that joyous life through the 
study of Jesus’ life. We find His life recorded in the 
four gospels found in the New Testament. We learn 
more of His spirit through a study of other Christian 
leaders, a record of which is found in the remaining 
books of the New Testament. It is a wonderful privilege 
to be able to read and study these books. How fortunate 
we are to have them! How thankful we should be that 
some men of Jesus’ time and later, found it possible to 
record the teachings and life of Jesus, and to reveal so 
well that loving spirit. We may read books about Christ, 
and hear sermons and lessons, but we must actually read 
the words of the New Testament to appreciate and un- 
derstand Him. When we realize that some of the authors 
of the New Testament actually knew Jesus, we can feel 
that we are reading first hand information about Him. 


How To Know Jesus 

You might ask: “Why not read the whole Bible? Is 
it not important to know the Old Testament, too?” It 
is true that God revealed Himself in many ways as re- 
corded in the books of the Old Testament, but it is in 
the New Testament that God revealed Himself through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. We can study Christ to know 
God. In the Old Testament we read that the Hebrews 
felt that God was at times cruel and severe, but in the 
New Testament Jesus shows us that God is perfect, and 
a loving Father. (John 3:16, 17) 

As recorded in the Old Testament, the Hebrews 
thought that God was their own special God, but in the 
New Testament Jesus teaches us that God is the Father 
of all mankind, and all men are brothers. We should love 
all people regardless of color, race, creed, or nationality. 
(John 4:7-14) 

In the Old Testament we read that the Hebrews 
felt that God was a God of battles, but in the New 
Testament Jesus, as the Prince of Peace, teaches us that 
war is far from His way of life. Jesus did not fight for 
His nation and He would not let His friends fight, even 
to save His life. Jesus felt that love is better than hate 
and peace is better than war. (Matthew 26:48-52) 

In Old Testament times people were told to love 
their neighbors, but Jesus teaches us to love our enemies 
as well. Jesus helped people, even those who mistreated 
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Him. He wants us to love all people whether they are 
kind to us or not. (Matthew 5:43, 44) 

Jesus teaches us that we have a responsibility to 
help care for the poor and needy. Jesus commanded the 
Rich Young Ruler to sell all that he had and give to the 
poor. Certainly Jesus meant to have that command live 
even until this day. (Matthew 19:16-21) 

A command is given to us by Jesus in the New 
Testament to go to all nations preaching the gospel to 
all mankind. We have a responsibility to see that Mis- 
sionary work is made possible. (Matthew 28:18-20) 

In His great Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us 
that certain people will be blessed. He is explaining, in 
a way, the reward for living according to Jesus’ com- 
mandment, for blessed means happy. (Matthew 5:3-12) 


Pocket Testament League 

The New Testament is a very wonderful book. The 
members of the Luther League lave realized this and 
have joined the Pocket Testament League. Through this 
League, the members of the Luther League promise to 
carry a New Testament with them at all times, and to 
read a portion every day. This is a great aim. We 
should cooperate with the League in this endeavor, and 
obtain a New Testament and read it every day. Inter- 
mediates will want to remember also that Daily Bible 
Reading is an aim of the Sixteen Point Program. 

The important part of Bible reading, however, is 
not only to read, but to understand and appreciate the 
Bible. As we read the New Testament with the idea of 
understanding Jesus, we will appreciate Him and want 
to be like Him. There must be something worth while 
for us to read there, for through the Grace of God, have 
not people for nineteen centuries been reading the Book, 
and has not Christianity lived down through the years, 
with only a few men and the Bible to sustain it? If 
people for nineteen hundred years have been reading and _ 
living Christianity, we certainly do not want to miss it. 
Let us read the New Testament? 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


ceee foundation pi een for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, potitings law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, pete etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - . ~ ~ 4 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Ella Mee se Russell Galt, bhege 
ean 


Registrar 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of meh cher gy activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
William H. Patrick, Jr., Chairman 


Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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ENYIEN DUUI HANS 
SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 
Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BBle BOO (lean 
Cross With Luther League Emblem 


ILLUSTRATED B oy 


Design No. 100 
With Luther 


THIS BOOK MARK 

is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


85 28," 100 
Cash MUST Accompany 


Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 
League Emblem in 
Blue Ink 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will pant your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


